
 

Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control  
& Water Conservation Improvement District 

 

STAFF REPORT 

Agenda Item 9: Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) 

Monday, December 8, 2025 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Strategic Plan relevant priority is Advocacy through influence, education, funding, regulation, and 
legislation in support of equitable water resource stewardship.  
 
Background: 
ACWA is the largest coalition of public water agencies in California, drawing strength from the 
membership. The approximately 470 public agency members collectively are responsible for 90% of the 
water delivered to cities, farms and businesses in California. ACWA is a lobbyist agency that addresses 
policy and legislative interests of the diverse array of members who are relied upon to drive ACWA’s 
agenda through their organizational leadership, technical and geographical expertise, and grassroots 
activism and outreach. ACWA is designed for members to benefit from the power of a united voice on 
policy and legislative matters. 
 
The District has been a member of the Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) since 
approximately 2012. The current and previous General Managers have attended regional and statewide 
events, meetings, and conferences. GM Salomone has served on the Regional Board and on the Statewide 
ACWA Board in 2024 and 2025.  
 
Dues are based on the member agency’s Operating & Maintenance (O&M) expenses. ACWA’s Memo for 
2026 dues and the 2026 Agency Member Dues Schedule are attached. 
 

Dues for 2025 were calculated on O&M of $278,887. 
Dues for 2026 were calculated on O&M of $401,078. 

 
Below is a table of the District’s membership past paid dues: 

Year Amount 

  

2012  $    (970.00) 

2015  $    (324.38) 

2016  $ (1,395.00) 

2017  $ (2,930.00) 

2018  $ (3,505.00) 

2019  $ (3,610.00) 

2020  $ (4,141.00) 

2021  $ (4,140.00) 

2022  $ (4,140.00) 

2023  $ (4,140.00) 

2024  $ (4,140.00) 

2025  $ (4,160.00) 

2026 dues are calculated to be $4,730. 
(Continued…) 
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Discussion 
The Board is invited to consider the District’s value in ACWA membership. The expected increase in 
District O&M, particularly through water supply security projects like the trans basin diversion and 
increasing storage capacity at lake Mendocino, will generate an increase the annual membership dues. 
Obtaining lobbyist services through membership in the Mendocino County Inland Water & Power 
Commission, and subsequently the Eel Russian Project Authority, may be a more focused and deliberate 
use of funds. 
 
The 2026 agency payment is due January 31, 2026 if continuing with ACWA membership. 
 
Recommended Actions: 
 

o Provide direction to Staff. 
 
Attachments: 

o ACWA 2026 Dues memo and invoice 
o ACWA 2025 Agency Member Dues Schedule 

 
 
 
 

*   *   *   * 
Prepared and submitted to the Board of Trustees by: Elizabeth Salomone, General Manager 

 











The dues formula shall be based on adjusted 
operation and maintenance expense for the 
following activities of a district:

•	 water;

•	 waste water;

•	 electric;

•	 land reclamation and levee maintenance;

•	 flood control and water conservation; and

•	 drainage and drainage maintenance.

2026 ACWA dues are based on the 2023–
2024 fiscal year. Members joining after the 
beginning of the calendar year shall have 
their dues pro-rated for the remainder of 
the year. Members joining after October 1 
will have their dues pro-rated for the current 
year and will be billed concurrently for the 
following year’s dues.

AGENCY MEMBER  
DUES SCHEDULE 2026

NET O & M 
(2023-24 FY) 2026 DUES

$1 $850
 $42,501 2% max*
 $158,251 $3,210
$200,001 $3,690
$300,001 $4,200
$400,001 $4,730
$500,001 $5,260
$600,001 $5,785
$700,001 $6,325
$800,001 $6,820
$900,001 $7,345
$1,000,001 $8,035
$1,100,001 $8,570
$1,200,001 $9,120
$1,300,001 $9,655
$1,400,001 $10,175
$1,500,001 $11,010
$2,000,000 $12,355
$2,500,001 $13,465
$3,000,001 $14,600
$3,500,001 $15,725
$4,000,001 $16,830
$4,500,001 $17,960
$5,000,001 $19,075
$5,500,001 $20,200

NET O & M 
(2023-24 FY) 2026 DUES

$6,000,001 $21,320
$7,000,001 $22,430
$8,000,001 $23,580
$9,000,001 $24,685
$10,000,001 $26,290
$15,000,001 $27,420
$20,000,001 $28,570
$25,000,001 $29,720
$30,000,001 $30,845
$35,000,001 $31,990
$40,000,001 $34,050
$50,000,001 $35,230
$60,000,001 $37,560
$70,000,001 $39,935
$80,000,001 $42,265
$90,000,001 $44,610
$100,000,001 $46,965
$150,000,001 $49,310
$200,000,001 $51,650
$250,000,001 $54,015
$300,000,001 $56,355
$350,000,001 $58,710
$400,000,001 $61,050
$500,000,001 $65,740

*Subject to a 2% max of O&M
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