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The North Coast

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The State Water Resources 
Control Board on Tuesday ap-
proved a groundbreaking agree-
ment that allows “senior” water 
rights holders in the upper Rus-
sian River watershed to share 

their supply with junior rights 
holders whose claims might 
otherwise be suspended due to 
drought.

The collaborative, commu-
nity-first approach, negotiated 
over many months by agricul-
tural, municipal, tribal and oth-
er stakeholders in the region, 
is the first of  its kind to try to 
bring balance to the allocation 
of  scarce water supplies in a 
state governed by what one 
board member called an “inher-

ently inequitable” water rights 
system.

Instead of  relying on the cen-
tury-plus-old “first in time, first 
in right” system, through which 
younger water rights can be ful-
ly curtailed while senior rights 
are left completely whole, the 
voluntary framework approved 
Tuesday allows neighbors to 
support each other through 
hard times, supporters say.

Any senior water rights 
holder who participates will be 

agreeing to forgo some of  their 
water so that junior water rights 
holders can at least have a min-
imal amount to sustain their 
agricultural interests or other 
needs.

The five-member board, 
which approved it unanimous-
ly, lauded it for its innovation 
and focus on equity, as well as 
its practicality in making room 
for more people to weather the 
drought successfully.

The water rights system “is 

what it is, and it is something of  
a blunt tool,” board Chairman 
E. Joaquin Esquivel said. “But 
here, again, water rights hold-
ers in communities can orga-
nize and say there’s an ability to 
share better with one another.”

The decision comes as the 
state board imposes what Di-
vision of  Water Rights Deputy 
Director Erik Ekdahl called 
“significant, very deep cuts” on 

Historic water sharing deal OK’d
RUSSIAN RIVER » Board 
Agreement will balance 
allocation of resource  

By COLIN ATAGI
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The North Bay will be under 
an excessive heat watch Friday 
because of  temperatures that 
may enter the triple digits and 
increase the threat of  wildfires.

Temperatures are on an up-
ward trend and expected to 
reach 98 degrees Friday before 
dropping back down on Satur-
day, said Sean Miller, a meteorol-
ogist with the National Weather 
Service Bay Area office. 

“It’s going to be heating up as 
we head toward Friday and Fri-
day is going to be the warmest 
day,” he said.

The forecast, Miller added, is 
still tentative and there’s poten-
tial for temperatures to reach 
100 degrees — about 20 degrees 
above normal for early June.

The heat watch covers most of  
the inland Bay Area and could 
be upgraded to a heat advisory 
if  conditions worsen by Friday.

A red flag warning isn’t in 
place since necessary factors, 
like wind, aren’t expected to 
come into play. 

Still, North Bay residents are 
encouraged to remember that 
wildfires are possible under this 
weekend’s warm and dry condi-
tions. Anything, such as a lawn-
mower, that may create a spark 
in or near dry vegetation could 
pose a threat, Miller said.

This scenario presented itself  
last Thursday, according to the 
Santa Rosa Fire Department.

A lawnmower blade struck 
a rock and sparked a fire near 
Bennett Valley Road and Yulu-

Extreme 
heat 
headed 
to area
Temperatures expected 
to approach triple digits 
Friday before cooling 
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George Beeler was pivotal in helping get ReLeaf Petaluma to plant 15 trees on the campus of Petaluma High School, across from his home.

Throwing some shade 
By JANET PERRY
FOR THE PETALUMA ARGUS-COURIER

In order to provide more shade for humans 
and habitat for birds, animals and insects, a 
number of  local organizations are working to-

gether to increase the tree canopy over Petaluma 
parks, schools and streets. 

To assist in this effort, ReLeaf  Petaluma was re-
cently awarded a $90,000 grant from Cal Fire and 
California ReLeaf  to plant 300 trees in Bond, Glen-
brook, Lucchesi, Southgate and Prince parks, as 
well as at the Petaluma Sports Complex.

The planting will take place in the fall and will 
bring together the same coalition that helped 

PETALUMA » RELEAF WORKS TO CREATE A GREENER CITY

By MATT PERA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Authorities pulled a man out 
of  the Petaluma River and ar-
rested him Monday night after 
he slashed another man with a 
knife outside a downtown Peta-

luma restaurant and tried to es-
cape police by swimming away, 
officials said.

The "unprovoked attack“ hap-
pened at about 8:45 p.m., after 
an employee at a restaurant on 
Kentucky Street called 911 to re-
port an aggressive person with a 
knife outside the business, said 
Petaluma Police Lt. Nick Mc-
Gowan.

The man fled and a group of  
people followed him as they 

waited for police to arrive, Mc-
Gowan said. 

At one point, the man turned 
around and slashed one of  the 
men following him with what 
was described as a fixed-blade 
hunting knife, according to Mc-
Gowan.

The man had a minor cut on 
his hand and was treated by the 
Petaluma Fire Department, Mc-
Gowan said.

When police arrived, the man 

with the knife jumped into the 
river and began swimming 
downstream, McGown said.

A Sonoma County Sheriff’s 
Office helicopter crew tracked 
him from above while police 
and firefighters began motor-
ing after him in a Petaluma Fire 
Department boat, according to 
McGowan.

“He no longer had the knife 
and was getting fatigued” as he 
swam, McGowan said. Authori-

ties in the boat “grabbed him by 
the arms and pulled him in.”

The man refused to give au-
thorities his name and he had 
not been identified as of  Tues-
day afternoon, McGowan said.

He was booked into the Sono-
ma County Jail on suspicion of  
assault with a deadly weapon, 
exhibiting a deadly weapon, 
making criminal threats and 
obstructing and resisting the 
police.

Police: Man arrested in ‘unprovoked’ knife attack
PETALUMA » Suspect 
attempted to flee cops  
by jumping into river

Cooling ‘heat islands’ with trees, garden hoses and help from volunteers
George Beeler 
gently holds the 
small leaves of one 
of the 15 young 
trees growing on 
the campus of 
Petaluma High 
School.

TURN TO SHADE » PAGE A4

TURN TO WATER » PAGE A5

TURN TO HEAT » PAGE A5
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pa Avenue. The fire was 
contained to less than an 
acre.

It was followed by a sec-
ond vegetation fire near 
Occidental Road and Har-
vest Lane on Saturday. 
This fire was quickly con-
tained and its cause is still 
under investigation.

Both fires happened 
days before the city’s June 
6 fire season start date. 
Fire officials are encour-

aging area residents to be 
cautious for the foresee-
able future.

Forecasters say the 
region received a brief  
reprieve following this 
weekend’s rainstorm that 
dumped between a half-
inch and an inch of  rain 
on major Sonoma County 
cities.

No rain is expected for 
the foreseeable future, 
Miller said.

You can reach Staff Writ-
er Colin Atagi at colin.
atagi@pressdemocrat.
com. 

HEAT
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4,252 water rights holders 
in the San Joaquin/Sacra-
mento River Delta water-
shed. The curtailment or-
ders take effect tomorrow. 

About 1,800 upper and 
lower Russian River water 
rights were curtailed last 
year as Lake Mendocino 
receded to its lowest lev-
el on record. Ekdahl said 
supply and demand eval-
uations for this year had 
been conducted monthly 
and would be made at the 
end of  this week, with cur-
tailments possible as soon 
as June 16.

If  the water sharing 
agreement works, some 
who might be curtailed 
may still get some water. 
But success still depends 
on enough people and in-

stitutions enrolling in the 
program, including enough 
with senior water rights to 
contribute enough water 
for junior rights holders to 
use. 

Enrollment is open 
through June 20. Calcula-
tions made in the days to 
follow will determine if  the 
program is viable for this 
year. That means curtail-
ments could go into effect a 
few days before that deter-
mination is made.

It may be possible to go 
forward with as few as 10 
participants, depending 
on the mix, said Sam Bo-
land-Brien, supervising 
engineer with state water 
board. But there are hun-
dreds of  water rights hold-
ers in the upper river and 
“obvious” benefits of  scale, 
“so we would like to see 100 
percent enrollment,” he 
said.

There is no way of  know-

ing whether there will be 
sufficient water in the wa-
tershed for even the most 
senior water rights holders 
to share. 

Storage in Lake Men-
docino is currently at 
about 56% of  the target 
water supply curve for this 
time of  year, and Sonoma 
Water, which manages 
summer releases, expects 
to have just enough water 
available to sustain mini-
mum river flows required 
to support federally pro-
tected salmon and steel-
head trout.

While diversions of  Eel 
River water into the East 
Branch Russian River and 
Lake Mendocino through 
the Potter Valley power-
house still might provide 
enough to buffer down-
stream users, supporters 
of  the voluntary agree-
ment were incensed to dis-
cover three weeks ago that 

Pacific Gas & Electric had 
asked federal regulators 
for permission to reduce 
those flows to a fraction of  
what they normally would 
be.

The company did so, 
members of  the water 
sharing steering commit-
tee said, even though it has 
pledged and been direct-
ed by regulators to share 
such information with a 
working group comprised 
of  stakeholders in the Pot-
ter Valley project, many 
of  whom are involved in 
the water sharing effort, as 
well.

“This is a year’s worth of  
work,” said Phillip A. Wil-
liams, special water coun-
sel for the City of  Ukiah, 
still clearly angry. “We are 
99 percent of  the way there, 
and then PG&E files a vari-
ance.”

If  federal regulators ap-
prove the lowest end of  

PG&E’s proposed range, 
the program may not be vi-
able, Boland-Briend said.

Members of  the steering 
committee said they be-
lieve it remains worth pur-
suing, however.

Some also spoke of  the 
experience of  working on 
the agreement once water 
board staff initiated discus-
sions about a locally driven 
solution to the threat of  
curtailments back in 2020, 
in the first year of  what’s 
now a 3-year drought.

Elizabeth Salomone, gen-
eral manager of the Russian 
River Flood Control and Wa-
ter Conservation Improve-
ment District in Mendocino 
County, recalled how early 
conversations with dispa-
rate parties “morphed into 
partnerships” and all be-
came “a team.”

Williams, special wa-
ter counsel for the City 
of  Ukiah, told the board 

he had reflected recently 
on the longtime usage of  
the phrase “water wars” 
to capture the tension in 
the West over this vital 
resource and the tension 
over who has it and who 
needs it.

It is, he said, “an extraor-
dinarily unfortunate term 
and a misnomer,” convey-
ing a zero sum game.

“My experience tells me 
the this past year has been 
nothing like a war … “The 
water sharing agreement 
testifies to the fallacy the 
paradigm of  water wars of-
fers to us.”

For more information, 
go to waterboards.ca.gov/
drought/russian_river/
voluntary_program.html.

You can reach Staff Writer 
Mary Callahan (she/her) 
at 707-521-5249 or mary.
callahan@pressdemocrat.
com. 

WATER
CONTINUED FROM A3

fresh candidates view this 
as an invaluable moment 
to refocus the public’s at-
tention on the violence 
that day — and what they 
consider persistent threats 
to democracy. But polling 
shows U.S. adults are more 
interested in personal is-
sues like surging grocery 
and gas prices.

Last year’s governor’s 
race in Virginia could serve 
as a warning sign for Dem-
ocrats eager to tie their Re-
publican opponents to the 
attack on the Capitol.

Democrat Terry McAu-
liffe’s messages to voters 
often incorporated former 
President Donald Trump 
and his role in sparking 
the insurrection. He ran 
television ads featuring 
grainy images of  the Capi-
tol assault accompanied by 
video of  Virginia Republi-
cans pledging allegiance to 
a flag carried at the attack.

Yet in a state that Pres-
ident Joe Biden carried 
by 10 percentage points, 
McAuliffe lost by two 
points.

Former McAuliffe cam-
paign aide Christina Fre-
undlich insists the Jan. 6 
focus was an “important 
piece of  the Trump puz-
zle” that helped energize 
Democrats, particularly in 
a state just across the Po-
tomac River from the Cap-
itol. But she questioned 
whether Democrats in oth-
er states should rely on the 
strategy.

“Frankly, I don’t know 
how effective that’s going 
to be somewhere else,” Fre-
undlich said.

Despite such concerns, 
some Democrats and their 
allies plan to go forward 
with an election-year 
message highlighting the 
insurrection. The Dem-
ocratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee 
is considering spending 
money on advertising this 
fall specifically targeting 
Republicans who partici-
pated in the siege, declined 
to condemn it or promoted 
Trump’s lies about wide-
spread voter fraud costing 
him the election.

Guy Cecil, chair of  Pri-
orities USA, a Democratic 
super PAC that has com-
mitted over $50 million, 
including digital ads in bat-
tleground states focused on 
Jan. 6, said it was a “false 
choice” to suggest the 
party had to pick between 
addressing economic con-
cerns and highlighting 
what happened that day as 
part of  a broader threat to 
democracy.

“It’s useful in terms of  
raising the stakes of  the 
election and it’s also im-
portant for us to do it be-
cause this is the current 
and future Republican 
Party,” he said when asked 
about the hearings during 
a briefing call with report-
ers Tuesday. “What hap-
pened on Jan. 6 and the on-
going efforts to minimize it 
— to in some cases defend 
it — is part of, I think an ex-
treme agenda on the part 
of  the party.”

More than two dozen 
Republicans now running 
for state or federal office 
took part in Washing-
ton protests that day as 

Trump’s supporters vio-
lently stormed the Capitol, 
trying to halt the transition 
of  power. Some have faced 
charges. More assisted in 
efforts to overturn the re-
sults of  the 2020 election at 
home.

Still others, such as the 
top Republicans in the 
June 21 primary in Span-
berger’s district, have de-
clared the violent episode 
was not an insurrection, 
though the event met the 
definition of  that term.

Federal and state elec-
tion officials and Trump’s 
own attorney general have 
said there is no credible ev-
idence the election results 
were tainted. The former 
president’s allegations of  
fraud were also roundly re-
jected by courts, including 
by judges Trump appoint-
ed.

Still, some Republicans 
who are tied to such efforts 
are winning major state-
wide Republican prima-
ries.

They include Doug Mas-
triano, Pennsylvania’s 
GOP nominee for gover-
nor, who was seen outside 
the Capitol on Jan. 6, spent 
thousands of  dollars of  
campaign cash on charter 
buses ahead of  the event, 
and was in regular com-
munication with Trump as 
the then-president sought 
to deny Biden’s victory. If  
Mastriano wins in Novem-
ber, he would be in position 
to name the official who 
would oversee elections in 
the critical swing state.

For their part, Republi-
cans say they are skeptical 
that the insurrection or the 
TV hearings will alter the 
political dynamics. Despite 
some concern that Mastri-
ano may be too far outside 
the party’s mainstream, 
there’s been no sustained 
GOP effort to distance 
from him after his primary 

victory last month.
In New Jersey, Kean’s 

campaign manager, Dan 
Scharfenberger, said that 
Malinowski’s “coward” 
comment distracts from 
day-to-day economic con-
cerns, including “that gas 
prices have doubled and 
seniors can’t afford their 
groceries.”

Rep. Tom Emmer, 
R-Minn., who chairs the 
House Republican cam-
paign committee, dis-
missed the Jan. 6 panel 
as “a partisan witch hunt 
orchestrated by Nancy Pe-
losi.”

And Calvin Moore, the 

communications direc-
tor for the Congressional 
Leadership Fund, a super 
PAC dedicated to electing 
Republicans in the House, 
said, “There’s way less 
awareness and concern 
among voters than there is 
inside the Beltway.”

Sarah Longwell, a Re-
publican strategist who 
has conducted dozens of  
focus groups since the at-
tack, agreed that Jan. 6 is 
currently “a low salience 
issue. It’s not the thing 
people bring up when you 
ask open-ended questions 
about how things are going 
in the country.”

But she also said the 
hearings offer Democrats 
an opportunity to change 
that if  they can paint a 
broader picture of  Repub-
licans as too extreme on 
issues ranging from guns 
to abortion rights. That 
could be particularly help-
ful in states such as Arizo-
na, where leading Republi-
can candidates played key 
roles in trying to overturn 
Biden’s victory.

She pointed to 2010 when 
Republicans like Delaware 
Senate candidate Chris-
tine O’Donnell lost their 
general elections in what 
was otherwise a banner 
year for the Republican 
party.

HEARINGS
CONTINUED FROM A1
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Rep. Abigail Spanberger, D-Va., says voters regularly 
approach her about the Capitol violence. But she isn’t sure 
that it will be a major theme in campaign ads this fall. 
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OpenTues. – Sat.11 – 4or by appointment

609 4th Street DOWNTOWN Santa Rosa
(707) 528-8600 • www.califluggage.com

LIFETIME LUGGAGE!
Briggs & Riley, Eagle Creek, and Osprey
guarantee their bags unconditionally!

WE HAVE THE BAG YOU NEED.

2490 W. 3rd St. Corner of W. 3rd St. & Fulton Rd.
544-1621

Call after 1 p.m. for Gold and Silver current prices
Open 6 Days, Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m. ‘til 5 p.m.

Closed Sundays

BUYING U.S. GOLD COINS
$1.00 GOLD...............................................................$145.00 up
$2.50 GOLD...............................................................$275.00 up
$3.00 GOLD...............................................................$550.00 up
$5.00 GOLD...............................................................$400.00 up

$10.00 GOLD ..............................................................$800.00 up
$20.00 GOLD ............................................................$1700.00 up
$50.00 GOLD 1851 to 1855 ...................................$10,000.00 up

HALF CENTS 1793-1857 $30.00 up
LARGE CENTS 1793-1857 $10.00 up
FLYING EAGLE CENTS 1856-1858 $12.00 up
TWO & THREE CENTS 1851-1889 $7.00 up
HALF DIMES 1794-1873 $7.00 up
SHIELD NICKELS 1866-1883 $8.00 up
LIBERTY NICKELS 1883-1913 .40 up
BUFFALO NICKELS 1913-1938 .25 up

DIMES 1796-1891 $7.00 up
TWENTY CENTS 1875-1878 $65.00 up
QUARTERS 1796-1891 $15.00 up
HALF DOLLARS 1794-1839 $35.00 up
HALF DOLLARS 1839-1891 $22.00 up
DOLLARS 1794-1804 $700.00 up
TRADE DOLLARS 1873-1885 $65.00 up
SEATED DOLLARS 1840-1873 $175.00 up

BUYING – OLDER U.S. COINS – BUYING

PAYS HIGHER PRICES FOR GOLD,
SILVER, AND OLD COINS

COINS MUST BE IN GOOD CONDITION
DO NOT CLEAN YOUR COINS

• 10K, 14K 18K Scrap Gold • Sterling Silver • Dental Gold •

1929 National Bank Notes
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

BUYING
SILVER DIMES 1964 & Before............................................. $1.46
SILVER QUARTERS 1964 & Before..................................... $3.65
SILVER HALF 1964 & Before............................................... $7.30
SILVER HALF 1965 to 1970................................................. $2.01
SILVER DOLLAR 1878 to 1904.......................................... $30.00
SILVER DOLLAR 1921 to 1935.......................................... $22.00

Big Oak
Plaza Coin

WeAreNowOpen

Call Today!

SANTA ROSA MEMORIAL PARK
CEMETERY • CREMATORY
(707) 542-1580 | srmp.org

COA 107 - COA 367 - CR 17

$500 Off
pre-arrangement graves

on our
Redwood Garden

Offer expires June 30, 2022

Spring Special

R

$99.00 AC Tune Up
& Safety Inspection

Includes up to 1 lb. of Freon

Celebrate with Us!
90 Year Anniversary Special

• $90 HVAC System Tune Up & Safety Inspection.
• $90 Whole Home Plumbing Inspection.
• $90 Electrical Home Safety Inspection.

Electrical
• Outdoor Lighting – 10% off any install or service over $750.

Call today to schedule your appointment!

707.375.3200 | 415.494.8394
www.ongaroandsons.com

June Specials

St Lic #215233

Now OfferingElectrical!

Subscribe 
707.575.7500

1.556 x 1


