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The North Coast

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The State Water Resources 
Control Board is poised to ap-
prove a historic agreement de-
signed to allow Russian River 
water rights holders to share 
scarce supplies in the likely 
event regulators cut off with-
drawals this summer because of  
the ongoing drought.

If  approved Tuesday, the 
Upper Russian River Volun-
tary Water Sharing Agreement 
would allow older “senior” wa-
ter rights holders to give some 
of  their share to junior claim-
ants who might not otherwise 
have enough for irrigation and 
other needs.

One water board staffer de-
scribed it as a “voluntary effort 
to balance rights to water under 
existing law with the various 
needs in the watershed.”

The proposal is intended to 
benefit “community resilience, 
regional resilience,” ahead of  
any individual water rights 
holder’s personal needs, said 
Elizabeth Salomone, general 
manager of  the Russian River 
Flood Control and Water Con-
servation Improvement District. 

It is the product of  months 
of  intense negotiation since 
fall but dates back to initial 
conversations begun in 2020, as 
the unfolding drought raised 
the prospect of  state-ordered 
curtailments on water rights 

Water 
sharing 
deal may 
get nod
State regulators consider 
agreement by Russian 
River rights holders
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Dr. Frank Chong, center, superintendent and president of Santa Rosa Junior College, chats with guest Bill Schrader before Chong’s address 
Monday to the community on the campus lawn in Santa Rosa.

Classrooms to fill back up
By NASHELLY CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Two-thirds of  Santa Rosa Junior Col-
lege’s classes will be available in 
person next fall, a reversal from pre-

vious campus mandates that made remote 
learning the norm during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Dr. Frank Chong, the community col-
lege’s president, announced the change 

Monday during his President’s Address to 
the Community at the school’s Santa Rosa 
campus. 

Most courses at the college have been 
taught online amid the coronavirus pan-
demic, Chong said ahead of  his address. 

In spring 2021, 93% of  courses were vir-
tual and last semester 61% were, Santa 
Rosa Junior College spokesperson Erin 
Bricker said. 

“Let me be clear, we are open and we 

will be back better than ever,” Chong told 
attendees.

The event marked the return of  an an-
nual SRJC campus tradition. The school’s 
presidential address has been canceled 
since 2020 as a part of  efforts to curb the 
spread of  the coronavirus pandemic.

As part of  his remarks made during 
Monday’s event to an audience of  rough-
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SRJC president: Two-thirds of fall classes will be held in person

By PAULINA PINEDA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Outdoor dining options that 
have sprouted in pop-up tents 
and temporary structures 
across downtown Santa Rosa 
could become permanent under 

a new program the city is con-
sidering.

Parklets were established at 
the onset of  the pandemic to 
allow businesses to expand seat-
ing options amid restrictions on 
indoor dining.

The improvised patios quick-
ly went up at about 20 busi-
nesses in the city’s urban core 
under loose guidelines, but 
as businesses seek to convert 
their temporary structures 

into permanent dining spaces, 
they’ll have to adhere to stricter 
requirements.

The regulations will require 
businesses to go through a more 
thorough permit process, meet 
new design standards and en-
sure parklets are compliant with 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, among other requirements.

Leeanna Kane, who owns 
Ausiello’s 5th Street Grill with 
her family, said they intend to 

apply for a permit and are work-
ing with an architect and the 
city on the design.

Kane said outdoor dining was 
vital to sustaining sales during 
the pandemic and is still popu-
lar even as more people become 
comfortable sitting inside again. 
The benefits of  a permanent 
program will extend beyond 
COVID-19 and could help attract 
more foot traffic to the area, she 
said.

“This will be a great asset to 
downtown,” she said.

The Santa Rosa City Council 
will consider the new program 
on Tuesday. If  approved, busi-
nesses would have until Sep-
tember to apply for a permit to 
convert their temporary struc-
tures into a permanent parklet 
or remove their outdoor seating.

Similar regulations in 

Parklets may become permanent
SANTA ROSA » Council 
eyes new guidelines for 
outdoor dining spaces

By COLIN ATAGI
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A Cotati police sergeant in-
jured last week after his car was 
rammed by a DUI suspect was 
continuing to recover Monday. 

The sergeant, whose name 
hasn’t been released, is sore and 

hasn’t returned to work, Cotati 
Police Chief  Michael Parish told 
The Press Democrat.

He added the sergeant “will 
be OK.”

The suspect in the incident, 
which took place on Friday, also 
is accused of  biting a Rohnert 
Park Department of  Public 
Safety officer.

The status of  the police officer 
wasn’t immediately available.

Rohnert Park resident Chris-
tine Dorfer remained in custody 

Monday afternoon at the Sono-
ma County jail in lieu of  $200,000 
bail.

 She’s scheduled to appear in 
Sonoma County Superior Court 
as early as Tuesday, and it wasn’t 
clear if  she had an attorney.

The convoluted series of  
events began just after 6 p.m. 
Friday during a child custody 
exchange at the Cotati Police 
Department when a father en-
tered the lobby and told officials 
the child’s mother was drunk.

The toddler was with the fa-
ther, Parish said.

Dorfer fled in a green Lexus 
after a sergeant followed her 
outside the building, according 
to the Police Department.

A second sergeant spotted the 
Lexus along West Sierra Avenue 
and began following the 40-year-
old suspect.

According to Cotati police, 
Dorfer refused to pull over, 
stuck her hand out her window 
and raised her middle finger 

toward the sergeant.
She stopped on East Cotati 

Avenue near Marsh Way, put 
her car in reverse and rammed 
the sergeant’s vehicle, author-
ities said, adding that the col-
lision caused major damage to 
the patrol car.

The sergeant and Dorfer con-
tinued east on Cotati Avenue 
before the chase was termi-
nated because it was reaching 

Cotati police sergeant recovering after car rammed
Police say DUI suspect 
rams vehicle, bites RP 
officer after car chase
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holders in the upper 
Russian River watershed, 
above the confluence of  Dry 
Creek near Healdsburg.

“This is a way for stake-
holders in the Upper Rus-
sian River to show that 
we are taking regional re-
sponsibility for our water 
resources,” Salomone said.

Success of  the program, 
assuming it’s approved, de-
pends on how many water 
right holders ultimately 
enroll and whether a suf-
ficient number of  senior 
rights holders are among 
them. Without the generos-
ity of  senior rights holders 
least likely to have their 
access to river diversions 
curtailed, there’s no water 
to share for the benefit of  
those with lesser rights.

Moreover, there must be 
enough water in the entire 
system for distribution 
among water rights hold-
ers in the first place — an 
issue of  great uncertainty, 
given the complexity of  the 
Russian River watershed 
and its dependence on di-
versions from the Eel River 
for summer flows.

During dry months, the 
upper reaches of  the Rus-
sian River are fed largely by 
Lake Mendocino, which re-
ceives flows diverted from 
Lake Pillsbury and the Eel 
River through PG&E’s Pot-
ter Valley power plant into 
the East Branch Russian 
River.

While there was more 
rainfall in the region last 
winter than in the two previ-
ous winters, Lake Mendoci-
no is holding less than 57% 
of its water storage target 
for this time of year. Releas-
es in the coming months are 
expected to be at the bare 
minimum required to pro-
tect federally listed salmon 
and steelhead trout.

But the water level at 
Lake Pillsbury is low, too. 
It’s at about 68% of  its tar-
get storage curve, and con-
cerns about maintaining a 
pool of  cool water to release 
into the Eel River during 
chinook spawning season 
next winter, as well as oth-
er issues, have prompted 
Pacific Gas & Electric to 
seek federal permission 
to reduce releases into the 
East Branch Russian River 
by more than 60%.

That means there may 
not be extra water in the 
upper Russian River for 
even senior water rights 
holders, and no potential 
for sharing.

The Sonoma County Wa-
ter Agency and others have 
submitted comments to 
federal regulators in hopes 
of  dialing back PG&E’s 
low flow request. But com-
ments are due Thursday, 
and no one is sure when 
the federal regulatory 
agency may take action or 
what it might be.

In the meantime, work 
on the on the sharing 
agreement has continued, 
with early enrollment be-
ginning May 27 and con-
tinuing through June 20.

Water Board staff says 
senior rights holders could 
expect to forgo 25% to 75% 
of  their baseline average 
water usage from 2017 
to 2019. The calculations 
would be based on enroll-
ments, and signers would 
have opt-out opportunities.

Felicia Marcus, former 
chair of  the state water 
board and now visiting 
fellow at Stanford Univer-
sity’s Water in the West 
Program, said the clos-
est thing she’s seen to the 

arrangement was an agree-
ment in the San Joaquin 
River Delta during the last 
drought when a group of  
farmers with senior water 
rights agreed to take only 
75% of  the water afforded 
them by their right with 
the promise they would not 
be curtailed later.

She welcomed the Rus-
sian River scheme as 
an “encouraging,” even 
“heartwarming” develop-
ment, given the harsh na-
ture of  the West’s archaic 
water rights system and 
general reluctance of  those 
with water rights to relin-
quish what’s theirs.

“I think it’s very exciting 
that people stepped up to 
make sure other people get 
some, as opposed to, ‘Oh, I 
got mine; forget you,’ which 
is how existing water law is 
written,” Marcus said.

The state’s system of  wa-
ter rights grants access to 
natural river and tributary 
flows to those whose land 
touches a watercourse or 
who have what are called 
appropriative rights allow-
ing them to divert water 
to another site for specific, 
beneficial uses.

During drought, when 
flows run low, the state can 
“curtail” diversions, how-
ever, beginning with those 
who acquired their rights 
most recently and working 
backward. 

The state last year froze 
more than 1,800 water 
rights for ranchers and 
other landowners, munic-
ipalities, rural water dis-
tricts and others to slow 
depletion of  dwindling 
supplies in lakes Mendoci-
no and Sonoma.

State water board person-
nel had said they expected 
curtailment orders to be 
issued this year, as well, 
though likely affecting few-
er water rights. They could 
begin soon after June 15, the 
date until which the most 
recent curtailment order 
is suspended, said Sam Bo-
land-Brien, supervising en-
gineer with the State Water 
Resources Control Board.

Devon Boer, executive 
director of  the Mendocino 
County Farm Bureau and 
a lead voice in the water 
sharing discussions, said 
the uncertainties of  enroll-
ment and water availabili-
ty left a lot unknown.

But like others, she said 
the framework is a good 
one that could provide a 
template for the future, if  
not this year, and so far 
suggests their support for 
a considering the commu-
nity good.

“It’s a new concept for 
diverters to consider,” she 
said. “There is a bit of  a 
faith effort.”

For more information, 
go to bit.ly/3mivtxZ.

WATER
CONTINUED FROM A3

“This 
(agreement) 
is a way for 
stakeholders 
in the Upper 
Russian River 
to show that 
we are taking 
regional 
responsibility 
for our water 
resources.”
ELIZABETH SALOMONE, 
general manager of the 
Russian River Flood Control 
and Water Conservation 
Improvement District

largest estuary on the West Coast 
and home to endangered salmon and 
other fish. Environmental groups 
and farmers have battled for years 
over state and federal rules govern-
ing just how much water can be di-
verted for agriculture, which uses 
far more water than any other sector 
of  the economy.

Now, with California having a re-
cord budget surplus of  nearly $100 bil-
lion, Democrats in the state Senate 
have proposed using up to $1.5 billion 
to buy senior water rights — by either 
buying the land associated with the 
rights, buying just the right itself, or 
putting an easement on the land that 

requires the water to be used for fish 
and other fauna and flora.

The proposal is part of  budget ne-
gotiations between lawmakers and 
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s administra-
tion that should wrap up by the end 
of  this month.

“It’s like we’re taking a page from 
corporate America and we’re buying 
back stock,” said state Sen. Bob Wiec-
kowski, a Democrat who represents 
the San Francisco Bay Area and is 
chair of  a budget subcommittee over-
seeing environmental spending.

While $1.5 billion sounds like a lot 
of  money, it wouldn’t buy that much 
water. Regulators measure water by 
the acre-foot, defined as enough wa-
ter to cover 1 acre of  land to a depth 
of  1 foot. That’s the equivalent of  
325,851 gallons.

A typical household uses 1 acre 

foot of  water each year. Farmers col-
lectively use up to 35 million acre feet 
of  water each year, according to the 
Water Education Foundation.

The $1.5 billion would be enough to 
buy about 200,000 acre feet of  water, 
based on an average price of  $7,500 
per acre-foot, according to Tom Bir-
mingham, general manager of  West-
lands Water District, the largest agri-
cultural water district in the country.

Still, Birmingham says the idea 
“makes an awful lot of  sense” be-
cause “it is a means by which conflict 
can be avoided.”

Right now, the only way to get 
more water flowing in rivers and 
streams is to get state and federal 
regulators to change the rules. They 
can do that by requiring more water 
be left in rivers and streams, but that 
means less water for farmers. 

BUYOUTS
CONTINUED FROM A1
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People fish in the Sacramento-San Joaquin river delta’s 
Elk Slough near Courtland. A proposal in the state Senate 
aims to keep more water in rivers and streams to benefit 
endangered species of fish. The state would spend up to 
$1.5 billion to buy up senior water rights from farmers.
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Mr. Kevin E. Bushnell passed
away at his home of 29 years
in Petaluma, California on May
20, 2022. He was 65. Family
and friends gathered from near
and far to remember his life and
legacy on May 26 at Fernwood
Cemetery and Funeral Home in
Mill Valley, California. Kevin was
a gentle soul who quietly changed
the lives of those fortunate enough
to have known him, and he will be
dearly missed.

Kevin was the longtime pub-
lisher of legal journal “Medical
Liability Reporter”, a devoted
community member, live music
and San Francisco Giants fan,
and above all, a dedicated father
to daughters Emma and Bonnie
and husband to wife Cynthia. As
a father, he had both the heart to
encourage his daughters to pursue
their dreams, and the grace to
step back and let them follow
them. Kevin was the rare kind of
man who was a good father at
every age of his children’s lives,
supporting his daughters without
expectations or conditions. He was
an admiring and caring partner
to Cynthia from their first meeting
as undergraduates forty-four

years ago through their long and
steadfast marriage. Cynthia never
stopped being moved by Kevin’s
ability to listen, his wry sense of
humor, and his gentle heart.

Curiosity animated Kevin’s
personal and professional life,
and he never lost his idealism or
his desire to learn. He remained a
sounding board and a grounding
influence to many; by deeply
engaging and listening a lot, he
helped others find their center. His
home office was full of short story
collections, local newspapers from
the cities he and his daughters
lived in, baseball cards, record
albums, and law publications. His
days were full with exchanges with
his many friends, his wife, and
his daughters, who shared and
inherited his passions and values
in life. Kevin will be remembered
for his empathy, respect, and his
quiet strength, which resonated
for others more than he knew, and
which will carry on into the future
as his greatest legacy.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to The Southern
Poverty Law Center.

Thank you, Kevin, for every-
thing.

Kevin E. Bushnell

David Charles LeKander,
our gentle giant, passed away
unexpectedly at home on May 26,
2022. A native of California, he
was 57 years old. David was born
in Whittier, CA, on December 14,
1964. He grew up in Salinas, CA,
attending Sacred Heart Elemen-
tary School and Palma High
School. David was an outstanding
three-sport varsity athlete and
scholar. David studied at Santa
Clara University, where he was
recruited for the Broncos football
team and was a Founding Father
of the university’s Zeta Eta chapter
of Sigma Pi Fraternity.

David was a very talented and
loved general contractor. Early in
his career, he perfected his trade
building the family cabin in Lake
Tahoe. He built many projects from
guest houses to outdoor pergolas
to mega-mansions for dozens
of clients and family members
over the years. At the time of his
death, he owned and operated
LeKander Construction and was
a partner at Benchmark Builders
in Santa Rosa, CA. His career in
the construction industry spanned
over 35 years. David was one of
the “good guys,” as anyone who
ever met him would say. He was
admired for his fun-loving attitude
and his enormous heart. He was
a great friend, quick with a smile,
and always available for a warm
hug. David loved intensely. He
was a standout athlete, a warrior,
and a survivor. He never missed a
Sunday call to his beloved mother.

David was preceded in death

by his father, Lawrence LeKander,
and his loving wife, Karen Finneg-
an LeKander. He is survived by his
mother, Lois LeKander of Napa,
CA; his three children, Michael,
Madison, and Carys LeKander, his
sisters: Debra (Evan) Garber of
Sonoma, CA, and Honey (David)
Chai of San Jose, CA, and his
brothers; Gary (Rhonda) LeKander
of Santa Rosa, CA and Daniel
(Miranda) LeKander of Davis, CA,
along with many loving uncles,
aunts, nieces, nephews, cousins,
extended family and his dog,
Hope.

A memorial service will be held
for David on Saturday, June 11,
2022, at 10 AM at Pleasant Hills
Memorial Park in Sebastopol, CA.
To honor David’s love of a good
candle and as he was the light of
many lives, the family suggests
bringing a candle to light for
David at his service. In honor of
David’s memory, please consider
a contribution in David’s name to
The Salvation Army SF Harbor
Light: SF Harbor Light (salvation-
army.org).

David LeKander
December 14, 1964 - May 26, 2022

Jane Kendall Wadlow Jackson,
a co-founder of Kendall- Jackson
Winery, is remembered for her
love of family, kindness, gentle
humor, playfulness, intelligence,
grace, gratitude, and her tremen-
dous beauty -- both inside and
out.

Jane was born January 14,
1929, in Detroit, Michigan to
Thomas Wesley Wadlow, Jr. and
Mary Lillian Wilder Wadlow.
Jane was a life-long fan of base-
ball and of the Detroit Tigers and
later of the San Francisco Giants.
As a child in Michigan, Jane loved
to spend winter days ice skating
and summer days following the
Tigers. At sixteen years old,
Jane moved, with her parents
and sisters (Mary, Elizabeth and
Barbara), to Hollywood, Califor-
nia. Jane’s father had moved the
family from Detroit to work for
the Bank of America, where he
was ultimately promoted to Pacific
Rim Loan Officer. Jane’s mother,
who had worked as a newspaper
columnist and radio personality in
Michigan, began working in Real
Estate upon moving to California.

Jane graduated from Holly-
wood High School and entered
UC Berkeley in 1948. While
at Berkeley, Jane worked as a
fashion model to support herself
through University. At Berkeley,
she joined the Delta, Delta, Delta
sorority, and, as a student, was
named the University’s Home-
coming Daffodil Queen. She
graduated with a BA in Psycholo-
gy in 1952.

Jane met Jess Stonestreet
Jackson, Jr. at UC Berkeley. After
their 1952 graduation, Jess began
studying law at UC Berkeley’s
Boalt School of Law, and Jane
and Jess married in 1953. Jane
worked as a social worker to
support her husband through

law school. Jane and Jess had
daughters Jenny in 1955 and
Laura in 1958. From the 1960s
through the 1980s, the Jackson
family lived in San Mateo and
Hillsborough, California. During
these years, Jane dedicated herself
to raising her daughters Jenny
and Laura, helped her husband
launch a successful law practice,
worked as a High School Guid-
ance Counselor, marched often to
support Civil and Women’s Rights,
and worked with Organizations
dedicated to helping children with
special needs.

Jenny and Laura’s childhood
memories of Jane include: Summer
and Winter vacations at Lake
Tahoe and Hawaii, dancing with
Jane as young children to classical
music and show tunes in the
living room of their family home,
spontaneous school-girl giggles
generated when Jane would
announce it was time to “drive
wiggly” (but safely and between
the lines) down the steep neigh-
borhood streets to and from their
home, and the tenderness of Jane
holding their hands while nursing
them through the night when ill.

Jane is also remembered for
her penchant for bad puns. A
penchant that now has become
a family malaise. When halibut
is on a dinner menu – it must be
ordered “just for the halibut”; and
when driving through Petaluma in
Sonoma County -- “be careful,
because if you pet a Luma, it
might just bite you back”; or when
on a trip to Tomales Bay – the
weather is always bound to be
“Chili today, but, Hot Tomales”.

Jane and Jess purchased a
walnut and pear orchard in
Lakeport, California in the early
1970s, and Jane, Jess, Jenny and
Laura planted a vineyard on the
property in 1974. After planting

their Lakeport vineyard, the family
traveled to France and Germany
to tour and study viticulture, wine,
and winemaking. The entire
family also took wine making
and wine marketing classes at
UC Davis. By 1978, Jane and
Jess began making wine and
combined their names to create
the Kendall-Jackson wine label
to market the family’s wines. The
1982 Kendall-Jackson Vintner’s
Reserve Chardonnay won a
first-ever Platinum Medal at the
American Wine Competition.
Today, Kendall- Jackson is one of
the most popular California wine
brands in the US and world-wide.

Jane and Jess separated in
1984, but Jane continued to work
at Kendall-Jackson until Jane and
Jess divorced in 1987, when Jane
sold her winery interest to Jess
and their daughters. Jane lived
in San Mateo and Foster City,
California from 1987 to 2015.
There, she volunteered to support
voter outreach and environmental
causes and donated faithfully
to the Sierra Club, the National
Wildlife Federation, and The Na-
ture Conservancy, among others.
She took time to visit Italy, cruise
Scandinavia with daughter Laura,
and to visit Greece and the Greek
Isles with friends. She also loving-
ly followed her daughters Jenny
and Laura and their continued
involvement in Kendall-Jackson
Winery and their work to help
Jess develop new Jackson Family
Wineries in California and around
the world.

Jane moved to Spring Lake
Village in Santa Rosa, California
in 2015. While at Spring Lake
Village, Jane continued supporting
and donating to environmental
causes, joyously greeted the birth
of two great grandchildren, and
attended holiday parties at her

daughter Laura’s and son-in-law
Rick’s Occidental home. She also
became popular for organiz-
ing tours for her Spring Lake
Village friends to local wineries,
including Kendall-Jackson and
to her daughter Jenny Hartford’s
Hartford Family Winery.

Jane passed on March 23,
2022, at Spring Lake Village at
the age of 93.

Jane is survived by: her daugh-
ter Jenny Jackson Hartford and
husband Don Hartford; daughter
Laura Jackson Giron; grand-
daughter Hailey Kendall Jackson
Hartford Murray and Hailey’s
husband Max Murray; grand-
son MacLean Jackson Hartford;
great grandson Jordan Hartford
Murray; great granddaughter
MacKenzie Hartford Murray;
nieces and nephews: Julia Kendall
Gill and husband Charlie Gill; Eric
Fawcett; Matthew Fawcett; Thom-
as Bean and wife Colleen; Katie
Bean Kutsul and husband Kevin;
Greg Bean and wife Karla; Sara
Bean; Cindy Clarke; Bruce Clarke
and wife Barbara; Brian Clarke,
Michael Clarke and wife Teresa;
Teresa Clarke; David Clarke, and
David’s wife Terri.

Jane was loved so deeply by
her family and the many friends
she made throughout her life.
Her beautiful, sweet soul will be
greatly missed.

Jane Kendall Wadlow Jackson
January 14, 1929 - March 23, 2022
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