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March 19, 2026     Via Electronic Submittal (E-File) 

 

Debbie-Ann A. Reese, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20426 
 
 
Re: MOTION TO INTERVENE AND COMMENTS; for Potter Valley Project No. P-77-334 by 
Mendocino County Farm Bureau in response to the January 30, 2026 filing by Pacific 
Gas and Electric Company titled Potter Valley Hydroelectric Project FERC |No. 77 
Water Year 2026 Temporary Minimum Instream Flow Amendment Request. 
 
Dear Secretary Reese, 
 
The Mendocino County Farm Bureau submits this Notice of Intervention and comments 
regarding Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s (PG&E) January 30, 2026 filing with the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) titled Potter Valley Hydroelectric Project 
FERC No. 77 Water Year 2026 Temporary Minimum Instream Flow Amendment Request. 
Mendocino County Farm Bureau (MCFB) is a non-governmental, non-profit, voluntary 
membership, advocacy group whose purpose is to protect and promote agricultural 
interests throughout the county and to find solutions to the problems facing agricultural 
businesses and the rural community. As a member-based organization, we represent over 
500 farm businesses and members of our county-wide agricultural community. Many in 
Mendocino County look to MCFB as the voice of the farming community and to represent 
agricultural interests.  
 
In our comments and protest submitted December 1st, 2025 in response to PG&E’s prior 
flow amendment request, we supported convening the Drought Working Group for regular 
discussion of whether reductions in water transfers to the East Branch of the Russian River 
(EBRR) are warranted, based on actual observed conditions. PG&E has incorporated that 
condition into this current request which we appreciate and fully support. 
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We remain deeply concerned about Russian River water supplies and the impact 
reductions in Eel River water transfers have on Russian River water users. We request that 
any changes in flow regime be coordinated with and communicated to Russian River 
stakeholders to avoid sudden curtailments of water supply. Water users depend on a 
certain level of predictability, and it is unacceptable for PG&E to make unilateral decisions 
without informing Russian River stakeholders well in advance of any changes in flow regime 
so they can make appropriate adjustments. The California State Water Resources Control 
Board (SWRCB) has granted Appropriative water rights to hundreds of diverters who use 
water from the Potter Valley Project all the way downstream to the Pacific Ocean. The water 
rights granted to divert water from the Russian River depend on water transferred from the 
Eel River that flows into the EBRR through Potter Valley, that is then stored in Lake 
Mendocino, providing domestic and agricultural water for over 600,000 people.  
 
For these reasons, MCFB requests INTERVENOR STATUS and submits COMMENTS in the 
matter of FERC No. P-77-334. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Estelle Clifton, President 
Mendocino County Farm Bureau 
 


