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INTRODUCTION 

Pursuant to 18 C.F.R. § 385.214, Trout Unlimited (“TU”) and California Trout 

(“CalTrout”) (collectively “Movant-Intervenors”) hereby move to intervene and provide 

comments in response to the Commission’s February 20, 2026, Notice of Application for 

Temporary Flow Modification Accepted for Filing, Soliciting Comments, Motions to 

Intervene, and Protests. (“Notice”).1 The Notice addresses Pacific Gas and Electric 

Company’s (“PG&E”) January 30, 2025, Temporary Minimum Instream Flow 

Amendment Request (“Amendment Request”) for the Potter Valley Project, No. 77 

(“PVP” or “Project”).2 

Movant-Intervenors request that the Commission grant their motion to intervene. 

Movant-Intervenors further respectfully urge the Commission to approve the Amendment 

Request as soon as possible to protect Eel River salmon and steelhead listed under the 

Endangered Species Act (“ESA”).3 

 

 
1 FERC, Notice of Application for Temporary Flow Modification, FERC Docket No. 77-

334 (Feb 20, 2025), Doc. Accession No. 20260220-3041 
2 PG&E, Water Year 2026 Temporary Minimum Instream Flow Amendment 

Request (Jan. 30, 2025), Doc. Accession No. 20260130-5536. 
3 Chinook salmon and steelhead populations in the Upper Eel River are listed as 
“threatened” under the federal Endangered Species Act. See 65 FR 36 074 (August 7, 

2000) (listing Northern California steelhead); 64 FR 50, 394 (Sept. 16, 1999) (listing 

California Coastal Chinook). 
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MOTION TO INTERVENE 

I. MOVANT-INTERVENORS’ POSITION IN THIS PROCEEDING, AND 

THE BASIS IN LAW AND FACT FOR THAT POSITION (18 C.F.R. § 

385.214(b)(1)). 

Movant-Intervenors strongly support PG&E’s 2026 Temporary Minimum 

Instream Flow Amendment Request and appreciate the Commission’s timely acceptance 

of the filing.  

Absent action by the Commission, PG&E is required to operate the Project to meet 

the flow schedule specified in the 2003 Reasonable and Prudent Alternative (“RPA”)4 

and incorporated into the Project license.5  

PG&E has sought permission to modify RPA flows, through a series of interim 

variance requests over the past several years. These variance requests are necessary to 

prevent unpermitted take of listed species and irreversible damage to Project 

infrastructure, PG&E must reduce flows otherwise required under the RPA in order to 

protect the cold-water resource in the Lake Pillsbury reservoir, which is vital to ESA-

listed steelhead in the Eel River as long as Scott Dam blocks access to upstream 

coldwater habitat.6 Reducing flows is also necessary to prevent irreparable damage to 

Project infrastructure and ensure dam safety. 

 
4 NMFS, Biological Opinion for the Proposed License Amendment for the Potter Valley 

Project, Project No. 77-110 (Nov. 29, 2002), Doc. Accession No. 20021202-0257 

(“Biological Opinion”). 
5 Order Amending License, Project No. 77-110, 106 F.E.R.C. ¶ 61,065 (2004). 
6 PG&E, PV 2026 Min Instream Flow Variance Req Due to Restricted Storage 

Supplemental Filing (Feb. 19, 2026), Doc. Accession No. 20260219-5159 
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Those requests have all been approved; however, they have not been effective in 

protecting listed salmonids or balancing water supply, due to the time it took for FERC 

staff to review and approve each variance. It is essential that the Commission enable 

PG&E to protect Project infrastructure and the Eel River fishery by approving this 

Amendment with minimal delay.  

PG&E has requested that FERC approve this Variance no later than May 15, 2026, 

to allow PG&E to implement the flexible flow management strategy in coordination with 

the Drought Working Group.7 We strongly support this request for timely approval.  

 

II. MOVANT-INTERVENORS’ INTERESTS WILL BE DIRECTLY 

AFFECTED BY THE OUTCOME OF THE PROCEEDING AND THEIR 

INTERVENTION IS IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST (18 C.F.R. § 

385.214(b)(2)(ii) & (iii)). 

Movant-Intervenors are non-profit organizations with an interest in protecting 

salmonid fishery resources in the Eel River and in across California. The Project and its 

operation pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Annual License adversely impact 

ESA-listed Eel River salmonids in several ways.  

FERC’s decision on the Amendment Request will affect Movant-Intervenors’ 

ongoing interests in the conservation and recovery of native Eel River fisheries, as well 

as the public’s interest in recovery of ESA-listed species.  

 
7 PG&E, Water Year 2026 Temporary Minimum Instream Flow Amendment 

Request (Jan. 30, 2025), Doc. Accession No. 20260130-5536. at 2 
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Movant-Intervenors’ position is not adequately represented by current parties to 

the proceeding. The specific interests of each Petitioner are discussed below. 

A. Trout Unlimited 

Trout Unlimited is North America’s leading coldwater fisheries conservation 

organization, dedicated to the conservation, protection and restoration of trout and 

salmon fisheries and their watersheds. TU’s vision is that trout and salmon will be 

restored throughout their native range so that the next generation can enjoy healthy 

fisheries in their home waters. To accomplish this vision, TU works to protect, reconnect, 

and restore fish populations and their habitat, and to sustain this work by building a 

diverse movement of businesses, people, and communities dedicated to its mission. The 

Eel River is one of TU’s highest priorities. The organization’s members have long 

considered it one of America’s premier steelhead destinations and look forward to the 

river’s revival as the separate license surrender proceeding moves forward. TU’s staff 

and partners have invested more than $10 million dollars in habitat restoration throughout 

the Eel River basin, through dozens of separate fisheries restoration projects. 

B. California Trout 

California Trout is a nonprofit organization that works to ensure healthy waters 

and resilient wild fish for a better California by driving innovative, science-based 

solutions that work for the diverse interests of fish, farms, commerce, and people. 

Founded in 1971, CalTrout has participated actively in both formal and informal 

proceedings related to the Project for many years and in protecting and restoring the Eel 

River for over 50 years. 
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*      *      * 

For all of the above reasons, Movant-Intervenors’ motion to intervene should be 

granted. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Pursuant to FERC Rule 203(b), Movant-Intervenors request that all 

communications and service in this matter be directed to: 

For Trout Unlimited: 

Matt Clifford 

Trout Unlimited 

2550 9th Street,  

Berkeley, CA 94710  
mclifford@tu.org 

Tel: (406) 370-9431 

 

For California Trout: 

Walter “Redgie” Collins 

California Trout 

435 Pacific Ave., Suite 200 

San Francisco, CA 94133 
rcollins@caltrout.org  

Tel: (415) 748-8755 

 

  

 

 

 

 
DATED:  March 13, 2026 By:      /s/ Walter “Redgie” Collins 

 WALTER “REDGIE” COLLINS 

CALIFORNIA TROUT 
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DATED:  March 13, 2026 By:      /s/ Matt Clifford 

 MATT CLIFFORD 

TROUT UNLIMITED 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

 

In Re: Application for Non-Capacity License 

Amendment (Pacific Gas & Electric Co.; 

Potter Valley Project No. P-77) 

 FERC Docket No. 77-318 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I have this day served, by first class mail or electronic mail, the 

MOTION TO INTERVENE AND COMMENTS BY TROUT UNLIMITED, AND 

CALIFORNIA TROUT.  This Certificate of Service is served upon each person designated on 

the official P-77 Service List compiled by the Commission in the above-captioned proceedings. 

 

Dated this 13th day of March, 2026. 

     /s/ Walter “Redgie” Collins      /s/ Walter “Redgie” Collins 

WALTER “REDGIE” COLLINS 

CALIFORNIA TROUT 
 

WALTER “REDGIE” COLLINS 

CALIFORNIA TROUT 
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