
WATER SUPPLY CONDITIONS UPDATE 3/20/23 

You can now access Updates on our website: https://www.rrfc.net/weekly-water-supply-conditions-update  
  

  

Lake Mendocino, February 11, 2023 by CJ Watt 
  

Reservoir Storage & Operations(More info here): 

Water supply information below and attached provided by Sonoma Water. 
 
Weather updates:  

• San Fran Chronicle - Another atmospheric river-fueled storm is heading to California. Here 
are the impacts to expect, 3/20/23 

• Press Democrat - North Bay’s next storm expected to bring more widespread rain, winds, 
downed trees, 3/20/23 

  

https://www.rrfc.net/weekly-water-supply-conditions-update
https://www.sonomawater.org/current-water-supply-levels
https://www.sfchronicle.com/weather-forecast/article/atmospheric-river-bay-area-17848241.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/weather-forecast/article/atmospheric-river-bay-area-17848241.php
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/north-bays-next-storm-expected-to-bring-more-widespread-rain-winds-downe/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/north-bays-next-storm-expected-to-bring-more-widespread-rain-winds-downe/


 

Lake Mendocino 3/20 

 Current Storage (acre-feet) 91,369 

 FIRO Storage Curve (acre-feet) 92,145 

 % of FIRO Storage Curve 99.16% 

 7-day change (acre-feet) +2,881 

   

Lake Pillsbury 3/18 

 Current Storage (acre-feet) 59,628 

 Target Storage Curve (acre-feet) 63,510 

 7-day change (acre-feet) -284 

   

Lake Sonoma 3/20 

 Current Storage (acre-feet) 282,095 

 Minor Deviation Curve (acre-feet) 264,000 

 % of Minor Deviation Storage Curve 106.85% 

 7-day change (acre-feet) -1,046 

 

 
FROM: Sonoma Water's Current Water Supply Levels webpage. More on FIRO. 

https://www.sonomawater.org/current-water-supply-levels
https://www.rrfc.net/forecast-informed-reservoir-operations-firo


 

PG&E Announces Changes to Future Potter Valley Project Operations 
• PG&E issued a press release on 3/16/23: Water Levels at Lake Pillsbury to be Lower this 

Year. In summary, after a regular seismic analyses, the level of risk around seismic 
performance at Scott Dam has led to PG&E’s decision to not only abandon the closure of 
the spill gates that impound additional storage but from this point forward, storage at Lake 
Pillsbury will be reduced to 74% of capacity. This results in less water available both for Eel 
River summer flows and in the summer diversions of water to the East Fork Russian River, 
similar to conditions experience in 2021. More information can be found: 

• Press Democrat article - Scott Dam gates to stay open, meaning Lake Pillsbury diversions to 
remain at drought levels, 3/16/23.  

• KZYX - Spillway gates on Scott Dam to remain open, curtailing flow into East Branch, 
3/18/23 

• CNN - Another atmospheric river will thrash storm-ravaged California, threatening more 
flooding and hurricane-force wind gusts, 3/20/23 

 

Russian River Water Forum Launches New Website 
New website: https://russianriverwaterforum.org/ 
The Russian River Water Forum is a collaborative effort of regional partners with initial funding 
from the California Department of Water Resources. The Water Forum will seek to identify water-
supply resiliency solutions that respond to PG&E’s planned decommissioning of the Potter Valley 
Project while protecting Tribal interests and supporting the stewardship of fisheries, water quality, 
and recreation in the Russian River and Eel River basins. More broadly, the Water Forum will 
support ongoing regional collaboration on water supply and watershed restoration issues in the 
Russian River and Eel River basins. Check out the website and be sure to sign up for email updates! 

 
 

State Water Board Releases Draft Regulatory Framework for 'Making 
Conservation a California Way of Life' 
In a major development for long-term water use efficiency, the State Water Resources Control 
Board has released the proposed regulatory framework for “Making Conservation a California Way 
of Life.” This new framework proposes unique water use efficiency goals for each urban retail water 
supplier, including urban water use efficiency standards, variances, an urban water use objective, and 
commercial, industrial, and institutional (CII) performance measures. A workshop is being held 
March 22, 2023 at 9:30 AM: Rulemaking to Make Conservation a California Way of Life website 
 
 

https://www.pgecurrents.com/articles/3687-water-levels-lake-pillsbury-lower-year
https://www.pgecurrents.com/articles/3687-water-levels-lake-pillsbury-lower-year
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/scott-dam-gates-to-stay-open-meaning-lake-pillsbury-diversions-to-remain-a/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/scott-dam-gates-to-stay-open-meaning-lake-pillsbury-diversions-to-remain-a/
https://www.kzyx.org/2023-03-18/spillway-gates-on-scott-dam-to-remain-open-curtailing-flow-into-east-branch
https://www.kzyx.org/2023-03-18/spillway-gates-on-scott-dam-to-remain-open-curtailing-flow-into-east-branch
https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/20/weather/california-atmospheric-river-monday/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/20/weather/california-atmospheric-river-monday/index.html
https://russianriverwaterforum.org/
https://7f56cfa706114e69b75209517d6fbaa4.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/yXR0GxRAuuD01lrx29Iw0pEWk8djV6FxRjDAOpEmmfEx/oqQxMjJkvpDuZj0ZE0WehIDaOvQaXUuSnCLKona2lOQx
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/regs/water_efficiency_legislation.html


State Agencies to Host Webinar on Executive Order N-4-23: Flood Water & 
Groundwater Recharge 

The California Department of Water Resources, State Water Resources Control Board, and the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife are holding a webinar on the Executive Order N-4-23, 
related to flood water capture and groundwater recharge. The webinar will include opening remarks, 
a presentation detailing the requirements of the Executive Order, and opportunity for question and 
answer from participants. 
Date: Thursday, March 23, 2023 Time: 1:00 PM to 2:30 PM How to join the webinar:  
Please pre-register in advance of the webinar. Via the registration link, please share any questions on 
the Executive Order that you may have, so that as many questions can be responded to during the 
webinar. 
Click here to register for the webinar event 
 

CA Tribal Water Summit Fil Festival, April 12, 2023 in Sacramento 
The CA Water Boards announce the  Tribal Water Summit Film Festival on April 12 9-4 in the 
Secretary of State Auditorium. The Tribal Water Summit may be sold out, but you can still learn 
about California Tribal Water Rights, TEK, cultural burns, habitat and species restoration, cultural 
ceremony, basketry, medicine gathering, forest protection, land back, and how Tribes are handling 
climate resilience - by attending the Tribal Water Summit Film Festival on Wed, April 12, 2023 
9am- 4pm at the Secretary of State auditorium, 1500 11th Street, Sacramento, CA. Each film is 
produced in collaboration with California Tribes and highlights the theme of the Tribal Water 
Summit which is “The Water that Connects Us”. 

 
City of Ukiah Diversity and Equity Committee seeks interested applicants 

The city of Ukiah is currently recruiting for several vacancies on its Diversity and Equity Committee. 
Qualified candidates, who would like to make a difference in their community and are interested in 
serving as a committee member, are encouraged to apply. For more information about the vacancies 
and qualification requirements, visit http://cityofukiah.com/boards commissions-committees/. 
 

State Water Board- 5 Positions in Office of Public Participation 

The Office of Public Participation ensures Water Boards decision-making processes involve the 
public and uplift the voices of environmental justice communities and California Native American 
tribes. The Office of Public Participation achieves this by designing and implementing effective 
stakeholder involvement processes, providing resources for language access, offering capacity 
building opportunities, and coordinating government-to-government tribal consultations.  Job 
posting link Final filing date: March 21, 2023. 
 

Congratulations to Sonoma Water! 
Sonoma Water and partners were recently recognized for their efforts to advance the Forecast 
Informed Reservoir Operations (FIRO) which was piloted at Lake Mendocino. Sonoma Water 
received the Outreach Award from the Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) for its 
advocacy on FIRO. Find out more about FIRO. 
 

 
 
 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/bulletins/34fda3b
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/bulletins/34fda3b
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..8RIcZmxUeXq0ySTbzm5n2UybS33vDcpFewNsvN5Qzdw/s/2143724377/br/156446015428-l
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAWRCB/bulletins/34fe0c5
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAWRCB/bulletins/34fe0c5
http://cityofukiah.com/boards%20commissions-committees/
https://www.calcareers.ca.gov/CalHrPublic/Jobs/JobPosting.aspx?JobControlId=360044
https://www.calcareers.ca.gov/CalHrPublic/Jobs/JobPosting.aspx?JobControlId=360044
https://www.rrfc.net/forecast-informed-reservoir-operations-firo


April is Earthquake Preparedness Month 

Please visit earthquake.ca.gov to learn more about the latest tools and resources and how to use 
them. You can also sign up for a regular partner e-newsletter on the website from Cal OES that 
includes the latest news and information about Earthquake Warning California. 

Learn more at about Earthquake Warning California  

 
 

In the press:   
• CA Water Plan eNews, 3/15/23 
• Maven's Notebook, 3/12-3/17/23 

  
• Press Democrat - Flood control releases planned from Lake Sonoma for 1st time in nearly 4 

years amid heavy rain, 3/14/23 
• US DROUGHT MONITOR AS OF MARCH 14, 2023 
• ABC News - Drought over? Spring outlook finds relief -- and flood risk, 3/15/23 
• Associated Press - World on ‘thin ice’ as UN climate report gives stark warning, 3/20/23 
• Russian River Watershed Association - Get Ready to Chase Down Sneaky Leaks!, 3/1/23 
• Press Democrat - Santa Rosa ends emergency drought declaration following winter storms, 

3/16/23  
• Press Democrat - New large storm system possible Tuesday across North Bay, 3/15/23  
• Today Online - Earth to hit critical warming threshold by early 2030s, UN climate panel 

says, 3/20/23 
• Civil Eats - Supreme Court Case Could Reshape Indigenous Water Rights in the Southwest, 

3/15/23 
• NCWA - This Week in Federal Policy, 3/13/23/ 
• Grist - How rising temperatures are intensifying California’s atmospheric river, 3/15/23 
• Phys.org - The world's atmospheric rivers now have an intensity ranking like hurricanes, 

3/9/23 
  
  
Other resources & information:  
•         Mendocino County Water Agency Drought page 
•         SWRCB Russian River drought information page  
•         SaveOurWater.com   
•         SaveWater.ca.gov to report water waste, such as leaks and overwatering.  
•         Water Rights Enforcement Complaints Program and/or  Cal EPA Complaint System to report concerns 

of unauthorized diversions, violations of water rights, diversions impacting fisheries, etc. Reports can be 
made anonymously.  

•         Visit Sonoma Water’s website for information on current water supply levels and Temporary Urgency 
Change Petitions.  

  
Elizabeth Salomone, General Manager 

Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control  
& Water Conservation Improvement District 

NEW ADDRESS: 304 N. State Street, #2, Ukiah, CA  95482 

Cell: 707-462-5278  www.RRFC.net  
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001F0jM7yvSNQmG_12TKQPc7YyfINrHx5T7sXvI2O9KTHfr9om1lg9jCH-J6nOKu-R5fTa6i5iAyROTTAMGVeueNxrrjkMjN8EGJv4f0ZXojffVEG7ZFn4elWwew0oLOBRParHYaU3i6gE-Qk-T_6Emtg==&c=HDFGi7LGBBuhIk4U2JPhlQMp32K6iO_9kieq2GX4UIzblSyjwJ0Zvw==&ch=e1g5tS-URYgIOJo6lbztjOvFTb2UYTLDR6F2ziRa9PLv_VKBWgRKRg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001F0jM7yvSNQmG_12TKQPc7YyfINrHx5T7sXvI2O9KTHfr9om1lg9jCH-J6nOKu-R5fTa6i5iAyROTTAMGVeueNxrrjkMjN8EGJv4f0ZXojffVEG7ZFn4elWwew0oLOBRParHYaU3i6gE-Qk-T_6Emtg==&c=HDFGi7LGBBuhIk4U2JPhlQMp32K6iO_9kieq2GX4UIzblSyjwJ0Zvw==&ch=e1g5tS-URYgIOJo6lbztjOvFTb2UYTLDR6F2ziRa9PLv_VKBWgRKRg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001F0jM7yvSNQmG_12TKQPc7YyfINrHx5T7sXvI2O9KTHfr9om1lg9jCKf3tAXN6j2fp0FmaYz9riBmIMKjb4f1EqwN9F7lJzruEar_v_tPQTGDSdBLrlMY1v2jLIQM7Q7FoEqpbPIAQ1qQjxfwXujXKNFqAp6NIv9XyHTgd6t3Kaopxw7ki-rtckoTbJOVfOvtROURc3WUym8=&c=HDFGi7LGBBuhIk4U2JPhlQMp32K6iO_9kieq2GX4UIzblSyjwJ0Zvw==&ch=e1g5tS-URYgIOJo6lbztjOvFTb2UYTLDR6F2ziRa9PLv_VKBWgRKRg==
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/bulletins/34bfd75
https://mavensnotebook.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88af2b23c65f1c863838dd9a5&id=2e57f6f94a&e=7ee97e060d
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/water-to-be-released-from-lake-sonoma-for-1st-time-in-nearly-4-years-amid-h/?ref=TSM
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/water-to-be-released-from-lake-sonoma-for-1st-time-in-nearly-4-years-amid-h/?ref=TSM
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?CA
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/scientists-largest-us-reservoirs-moving-direction-97901198
https://apnews.com/article/un-climate-change-report-ipcc-guterres-science-30d8451c0f3fb7b8a857e3ed4fd01172
https://rrwatershed.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fcb8f819f0038b228a43f03f8&id=4c70ff8392&e=2a376e6577
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/santa-rosa-ends-emergency-drought-declaration-following-winter-storms/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/santa-rosa-ends-emergency-drought-declaration-following-winter-storms/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/another-large-storm-system-possible-tuesday-across-north-bay/?gallery=013ba47a-83ab-43ed-a2e1-51a0753fdf15
https://www.todayonline.com/world/earth-hit-critical-warming-threshold-early-2030s-un-climate-panel-says-2133531
https://www.todayonline.com/world/earth-hit-critical-warming-threshold-early-2030s-un-climate-panel-says-2133531
https://civileats.com/2023/03/15/supreme-court-case-could-reshape-indigenous-water-rights-in-the-southwest/
https://civileats.com/2023/03/15/supreme-court-case-could-reshape-indigenous-water-rights-in-the-southwest/
https://mailchi.mp/norcalwater/thisweekinfedpolicy-03132023?e=09d60d84c9
https://grist.org/extreme-weather/climate-change-atmospheric-river-pineapple-express-california-snowpack/
https://phys.org/news/2023-03-world-atmospheric-rivers-intensity-hurricanes.html
https://phys.org/news/2023-03-world-atmospheric-rivers-intensity-hurricanes.html
https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/mendocino-county-water-agency/drought-water-conservation
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/russian_river/
https://saveourwater.com/
https://savewater.ca.gov/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/enforcement/complaints/
https://calepacomplaints.secure.force.com/complaints/Complaint
https://www.sonomawater.org/current-water-supply-levels
https://www.sonomawater.org/tucp
https://www.sonomawater.org/tucp
http://www.rrfc.net/
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Lake Mendocino Storage
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Storage Curve FIRO Storage Curve

March 20, 2023
91,369 acre-feet
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Lake Mendocino Storage - Drought Years
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March 20, 2023
91,369 acre-feet
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Lake Pillsbury Storage and Target Storage Scenarios

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Target A Target B Target C

March 18, 2023
59,628 acre-feet

(Target B 63,510)
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2018 2019 2020 2021
2022 2023 Storage Curve Minnor Deviation Storage Curve

March 20, 2023
282,095 acre-feet
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