
 
 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
 Washington, D. C. 20426 
 
 
 
OFFICE OF ENERGY PROJECTS 
 

Project No. 77-324--California  
Potter Valley Hydroelectric Project 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 

 
June 30, 2025 

VIA FERC Service 
 
Stephanie Maggard, Director 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company  
300 Lakeside Drive  
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Subject:  Request for Additional Information - November 2025 Minimum Flow Variance 
 
Dear Ms. Maggard: 
 

This is in response to your temporary flow variance request, filed with the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission on May 1, 2025, for the Potter Valley Hydroelectric 
Project No. 77.1  The project is located on the Eel River and East Branch Russian River 
in Mendocino and Lake counties, California. 

 
You request to temporarily modify the minimum flow requirements for the East 

Branch Russian River under Article 52 of the license, to facilitate a penstock and staves 
repair effort.  Article 52 requires compliance with the Reasonable and Prudent 
Alternative (RPA) provided in the U.S. Department of Commerce’s National Marine 
Fisheries Service 2002 Biological Opinion and the Order Amending License, issued 
January 28, 2004.2  A normal water year RPA flow requires you to maintain at least 35 
cubic feet per second (cfs) in the East Branch Russian River as measured at compliance 
point E-16 from November 1 through November 30.   

 

 
1 Pacific Gas and Electric Company, 25 FERC 62,010 (1983).  
 
2 Pacific Gas and Electric Company, 106 FERC ¶ 61,065 (2004) and Pacific Gas 

and Electric Company, 116 FERC ¶ 62,175 (2006).  Currently, Article 52 requires the 
release of certain flows based on the season, water year type, and environmental 
conditions in the Eel and East Branch Russian rivers. 
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While the penstocks are dewatered for the repair period of two to three weeks, 
they cannot be utilized to release water into the powerhouse tailrace and then to the East 
Branch Russian River.  Instead, you proposed to utilize a conduit at station 59+77 to 
release approximately 25 cfs into a seasonal creek that is also a tributary to the East 
Branch Russian River to provide flows.  During this time, compliance point E-16 in the 
East Branch Russian River will also be dewatered and unable to provide flow 
measurements.  You are requesting that the variance minimum flow compliance threshold 
be set at 20 cfs, as measured at a staff gage you will install, from November 1 through 
November 30, 2025.  After the penstock and stave repairs are completed, you state you 
will return flows to 35 cfs at compliance point E-16.     
 

Commission staff have reviewed your May 1, 2025, variance request and, in order 
to continue our review, we are requesting the below additional information: 
 

1. Please provide a detailed map with the conduit and seasonal creek that will 
be utilized for flow delivery to the East Branch Russian River while the 
penstock repairs are being completed, including an estimate of the length of 
the seasonal creek that will be watered to convey the flows and the length 
of the East Branch Russian River that will be simultaneously dewatered 
during this variance.  Please also identify on the map, where the staff gage 
will be placed to ensure flow compliance throughout the variance.   
 

2. As rationale for scheduling this variance request in November 2025, you 
state that this additional variance occurring in the cooler/wet season will 
have minimal impacts on aquatic resources compared to other possible 
periods.  You have already submitted a variance request to reduce E-16 
flows, filed on February 14, 2025, that is currently pending before the 
Commission.  Please provide an explanation as to why these repairs cannot 
be completed during the flow variance you already requested, which would 
also permit you to reduce E-16 minimum flows from 25 cfs to 5 cfs, until at 
least September 30 in the East Branch Russian River, if approved.  In 
addition, please provide analyses of anticipated cumulative effects from this 
variance request in addition to the first variance (if approved) period 
through September 2025. 

Please provide the requested information within 30 days of the date of this letter, 
by July 30, 2025.  The Commission strongly encourages electronic filing.  Please file the 
requested information using the Commission’s eFiling system 
at http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling.asp.  For assistance, please contact FERC 
Online Support.  In lieu of electronic filing, you may submit a paper copy.  Submissions 
sent via the U.S. Postal Service must be addressed to:  Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street NE, Room 1A, Washington, 
DC  20426.  Submissions sent via any other carrier must be addressed to:  Debbie-Anne 

http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling.asp
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A. Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225 Wilkins Avenue, 
Rockville, Maryland 20852.  The first page of any filing should include docket number 
P-77-324. 

Thank you for your cooperation.  If you have any questions regarding this matter, 
please contact Katie Schmidt at (415) 369-3348 or katherine.schmidt@ferc.gov. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Andrea Claros, Chief 
Aquatic Resources Branch 
Division of Hydropower Administration 
  and Compliance 
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