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BEFORE THE  

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

 

   

Pacific Gas and Electric Company   ) 

       ) 

Non-Capacity Amendment of License   ) Project No. 77-334 

       )       

Potter Valley Hydroelectric Project   ) 

__________________________________________) 

 

NOTICE OF INTERVENTION AND COMMENTS 

BY CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

 

 Pursuant to Rule 214 of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s (Commission or 

FERC) Rules of Practice and Procedure (Rules)1 and in response to the Commission’s February 

20, 2026, NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TEMPORARY FLOW MODIFICATION 

ACCEPTED FOR FILING, SOLICITING COMMENTS, MOTIONS TO INTERVENE, AND 

PROTESTS 2 (Notice), the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) files this notice 

of intervention and comments within the deadline set forth in the Notice. CDFW is the State of 

California’s fish and wildlife agency and the trustee for the state’s fish and wildlife resources3 

and intervenes in the above-captioned proceeding as of right under Rule 214(a)(2) of the 

Commission’s Rules.4 

 

 

 

1 18 C.F.R. § 385.214. 
2 FERC Doc. Acc. No. 20260130-5536. 
3 Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7; 1802. 
4 18 C.F.R. § 385.214(a)(2). 
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COMMENTS 

 CDFW supports Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s (PG&E) request for a non-capacity 

amendment (variance) to its FERC license for the Potter Valley Hydroelectric Project to modify 

the minimum flow requirements under Article 52 in the license. Due to the seismic risk at Scott 

Dam, PG&E has elected to leave the spillway gates open at Scott Dam indefinitely, thereby 

reducing the storage capacity in Lake Pillsbury by approximately 18,200 acre-feet.  This 

reduction in storage capacity has increased the urgency of timely approval of the variance by the 

Commission. 

 In a recent supplemental filing5, PG&E presented water-temperature modeling results for 

Lake Pillsbury reservoir below Scott Dam for the May to September 2025 period.  The late 

variance approval in 2025 resulted in an average temperature reduction of only 0.8° C and 

shortened the duration of temperatures above 22° C by a mere 7 days.  A May 15 variance 

approval would have resulted in an up to 2.1° C reduction in temperature and postponement of 

water temperatures above 22° C by 26 days.   

 PG&E’s modeling comparison of the 2024 flow amendment flow scenario, as approved 

by FERC, and the existing license flow scenario shows an average decrease in maximum Eel 

River water temperature of about 1.8° C due to the 2024 temporary amendment.  The average 

monthly temperatures for July, August, and September 2024 would have been 0.8° C, 2.3° C, 

and 0.3° C higher, respectively, had the 2024 temporary amendment not been approved.  The 

 

5 FERC Doc. Acc. No 20260219-5159. 
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number of days above 20° C decreased by 17 days (from 69 days to 52 days) and the timing of 

peak water temperatures also shifted 26 days later, from August 20 to September 10. 

 In 2023, modified flows were implemented later in the season than they were during 

2024 and in previous years.  In 2023, reservoir withdrawals remained elevated during the 

summer period, depleting the cool water pool and resulting in increased water temperatures in 

the Eel River.  The delayed implementation of the 2023 variance contributed to a 2.5° C warmer 

maximum release temperature in 2022, despite 2023 being a much wetter year. This indicates 

early season management of Lake Pillsbury’s cold-water storage is critical to meeting salmonid 

temperature requirements in the Eel River later in the season.  Water temperatures in August and 

September of 2023 were very close to the lethal threshold for rearing steelhead trout of 23° C, 

with an observed peak of 22.6° C.   

 Juvenile steelhead trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) growth rates rapidly decrease with 

elevated water temperatures above 21° C, and mortality risk increases as water temperatures 

exceed 23° C (Sullivan et al. 20006).  In laboratory streams, interspecific competition with 

Sacramento pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus grandis) has been found to have a negligible effect on 

juvenile steelhead trout at water temperatures less than 18° C, while pikeminnow outcompete 

juvenile steelhead trout at temperatures 20° C to 23° C (Reese and Harvey 20027).  

 

6 Sullivan, K., Martin, D.J., Cardwell, R.D., Toll, J.E., and S. Duke. 2000. An analysis of the 

effects of temperature on salmonids of the Pacific Northwest with implications for selecting 

temperature criteria. Sustainable Ecosystems Institute, Portland, OR. December 2000. 
7 Reese, C.D., and B.C. Harvey. 2002. Temperature-Dependent Interactions between Juvenile 

Steelhead and Sacramento Pikeminnow in Laboratory Streams. Transactions of the American 

Fisheries Society. 131:599-606. 
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 A rapid approval of the variance is necessary to avoid water temperatures approaching, 

meeting, or exceeding this lethal threshold again.  CDFW urges the Commission to approve the 

variance as soon as possible to conserve the cold-water storage in Lake Pillsbury and to lengthen 

cold water releases into the Eel River to protect salmonids protected under the Endangered 

Species Act.  A variance in effect prior to May 15, 2026, would maximize the benefits of cool 

water management.  For the reasons stated above, CDFW supports PG&E’s amendment request 

and urges the Commission to approve the amendment as soon as possible.  

NOTICES 

Please include the following persons on the official service list for any matter relating to 

this proceeding: 

Matt Myers 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

601 Locust Street 

Redding, CA 96001 

matt.myers@wildlife.ca.gov  

 

Allan Renger 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

1487 Sandy Prairie Court, Suite A 

Fortuna, CA 95540 

allan.renger@wildlife.ca.gov  

 

CONCLUSION 

  

 CDFW respectfully requests the Commission to confer upon CDFW all rights and 

responsibilities of a party to this proceeding and to accept CDFW’s comments filed herein.   

March 19, 2026    Respectfully Submitted, 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND 

WILDLIFE 
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_____________________________ 

Tina Bartlett, Regional Manager 

Northern Region   
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BEFORE THE  

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

 

   

Pacific Gas and Electric Company   ) 

       ) 

Non-Capacity Amendment of License   ) Project No. 77-334 

       )       

Potter Valley Hydroelectric Project   ) 

__________________________________________) 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on this day I electronically filing the foregoing California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Notice of Intervention and Comments in the above-captioned 

proceeding with the Honorable Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary of the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission and emailed or, if no email address is given, mailed the Notice of 

Intervention and Comments to each person on the official service list for this proceeding. 

Dated this 19th day of March 2026 

_____________________________ 

Matt Myers 
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