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March 20, 2026 

 

Katherine Schmidt, Fish Biologist 

Aquatic Resources Branch 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

via email: katherine.schmidt@ferc.gov 

 

Re: FERC Docket No. 77-334 

Application for Temporary Variance of Flow Requirements 

(Pacific Gas & Electric Co.; Potter Valley Project No. P-77) 

Dear Ms. Schmidt, 

The Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations (PCFFA) and the Institute for Fisheries Resources (IFR) submit 

these comments in response to PG&E’s application for a temporary variance of flow requirements in the Potter Valley 

Project (FERC Project No. P-77).  

The Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations (PCFFA) is a statewide coalition of commercial fishing 

organizations led by working fishermen from ports along the California coast. We are the voice of California’s working 

commercial fishermen, standing up to protect their ability to make a living from the ocean. Our members are independent, 

small-scale commercial fishing businesses. We bring real-world experience, knowledge, and practical solutions to water 

management decisions because this is our work and we know what is at stake. The Institute for Fisheries Resources (IFR) 

is PCFFA’s sister organization, focusing primarily on fisheries habitats, environmental conditions, and the protection of 

sustainable commercial fisheries. 

We strongly support PG&E’s 2026 Temporary Minimum Instream Flow Amendment Request and appreciate the 

Commission’s timely acceptance of the filing. Absent action by the Commission, PG&E is required to operate the Project 

to meet the flow schedule specified in the 2003 Reasonable and Prudent Alternative (RPA) and incorporated into the 

Project license. PG&E has sought permission to modify RPA flows, through a series of interim variance requests over the 

past several years. These variance requests are necessary to prevent unpermitted take of species listed under the 

Endangered Species Act (ESA) and irreversible damage to Project infrastructure. PG&E must reduce flows otherwise 

required under the RPA in order to protect the cold-water resource in the Lake Pillsbury reservoir, which is vital to ESA-

listed Chinook salmon in the Eel River as long as Scott Dam blocks access to upstream coldwater habitat.  

 

Those previous requests have all been approved; however, due to the time needed for FERC staff to review and approve 

each variance, they have not been effective in protecting salmonids, habitat, or water supply reliability. It is essential that 

the Commission enable PG&E to protect the struggling Eel River salmon population by approving this Amendment with 

minimal delay. PG&E has requested that FERC approve this Variance no later than May 15, 2026, to allow PG&E to 

implement the flexible flow management strategy in coordination with the Drought Working Group. We strongly support 

this request for timely approval. 

Sincerely, 

 

Lisa Damrosch 

Executive Director 

Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations (PCFFA) 

& Institute for Fisheries Resources (IFR) 


