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November 6, 2025 

Juliet Christian-Smith, Deputy Director of Water Rights 
State Water Resources Control Board 
Division of Water Rights  
PO Box 2000, Sacramento, CA 95812-2000 
Juliet.Christian-Smith@Waterboards.ca.gov  
 
Dear Ms. Christian-Smith  
 
RE: Support for Temporary Urgency Change filed in October 2025 
for Permits 12947A, 12949, 12950, and 16596 held by Sonoma Water Agency 
   
The Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control and Water Conservation Improvement District 
(RRFC) continues to support the prompt approval of Sonoma Water Agency’s recently filed Petition for 
Temporary Urgency Change (TUCP.)  
 
The State Water Resources Control Board (Water Board) staff has been extremely active and engaging with 
stakeholders in the Russian River watershed over the last five years and is keenly aware of our current and 
future water supply issues. The region’s water supply is vulnerable and the TUCP is one of the most 
important tools for the Upper Russian River to maintain vital storage reserves while making needed water 
available for beneficial use. RRFC supports and applauds Sonoma Water for its continued diligence in 
monitoring, filing TUCPs, managing, outreach & education, advocacy, and regional collaboration. Sonoma 
Water’s efforts benefit all water uses and users in the Russian River watershed.  
 
The next year or two are crucial in the watershed as we adjust to the rapidly changing conditions of the Eel 
River to Russian River trans basin diversion. Locally, there is a significant investment of resources to 
support the community through the transition. While long term solutions are being developed, the TUCP is 
a required tool to buffer from extremes.  
 
Russian River Flood Control thanks you for your consideration of these comments. It also extends sincere 
appreciation for the resources expended in the Russian River by the State Water Resources Control Board 
since 2020 and collaboration that bolsters the region’s water security and resiliency. The District is dedicated 
to continue collaborations with the State Water Board, Sonoma Water, and other regional partners and 
organizations. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

     
Elizabeth Salomone  
General Manager 
 

Cc: Sonoma Water Agency 
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