
Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control & 
Water Conservation Improvement District 

 

STAFF REPORT 
Agenda Item 4: 2023 Water Use 

Monday, February 5, 2024 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
The Strategic Plan relevant priorities are: Security through ensuring reliable, resilient, and available 
sources of water: data collection for improved river and reservoir operations; and Use of water in 
effective and beneficial ways as a public resource: maximum beneficial use of water under District water 
right license. 
 
Background 
The District holds water rights to the Russian River in Mendocino County and has established a process 
by which customers may purchase and put to beneficial use a specific amount of water from the District 
through the Uniform Water Sale & Purchase Agreement. Customers may also hold their own water rights 
to water from the Russian River. 
 
The State Water Resources Control Board requires annual filing of water use on all water rights. The 
District therefore depends on Customers to provide an annual written report of water usage in a monthly 
timestep, identifying water diverted under District water rights or Customer water rights. The District 
collects data from diversion points and provides a worksheet. Column A is completed from datalogger 
downloads. Customers complete columns B and C: 
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Water Use in Water Year 22-23 
PLEASE NOTE: The State Water Resources Control Board has shifted the reporting period from 
calendar year to water year (Oct 1- Sept 30) The District contract period coincided with the reporting year 
which allowed for streamlined data collection and compliance. Staff is now consulting with legal counsel 
to shift the contract year to once again coincide with the State’s reporting year. The following data is based 
on the water year of October 1, 2022 to September 30, 2023, unless otherwise specified. 
 
 

Time Period: Oct 1, 2022 to Sept 30, 2023 Acre Feet 

Contracted (as of September 2023) 7,497.15 

Contract water used  3,447.49 

Surplus water used 741.24 

Total Water Use Reported under District License:  4,188.73 

 
 
 
Customer Diversions 
As mentioned above, the District depends on Customers to identify how much of the water diverted is 
being reported under their RRFC contract or their own water right. The trend of RRFC reported water 
use therefore fluctuates greatly based on individual customer choices in reporting in any given year. 
Observing the gross pumping can provide an idea of potential diversion amounts.  
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Customer Diversion Breakdown 
There is a small amount of Retailer water used for agriculture and a small amount of non-retailer water 
used for non-agriculture. In the following, it assumed they offset one another. 
 

 
 

Contract Water Use Reported by Water Retailers under District Contract: 
Retailer contract water use for 2023 water year is not necessarily typical. Again, customers that have their 
own water rights may be in the position to choose how to report water use and this can vary year to year 
in order to secure water rights and District contract (“use it or lose it.”) 
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Surplus water use in 2023 Calendar Year 
As of December 31, 2023, the District had 442.85 acre feet uncontracted and available as surplus. 
Customers made an additional 693 acre feet available for surplus use by Redwood Valley CWD, though 
demand for the calendar year required only 234.13 acre feet being transferred. Redwood Valley CWD 
originally requested up to 910 acre feet and only used 676.98 acre feet. 
 

 
 
 
The Board is welcome to request further information.  
 
 
 
 
 

*   *   *   * 
Prepared and submitted to the Board of Trustees by:  Elizabeth Salomone, General Manager 


