
WATER SUPPLY CONDITIONS UPDATE 4/3/23 

You can now access Updates on our website: https://www.rrfc.net/weekly-water-supply-conditions-update  
  

  

Mendocino County, March 30, 2023 by CJ Watt 
  

Curtailment Orders Rescinded for the Russian River Watershed 
Effective immediately, the Deputy Director for the Division of Water Rights (Division) is rescinding 
all curtailment orders issued pursuant to the drought emergency regulation in the Russian River 
watershed. In June 2022, the Division of Water Rights issued “Orders Regarding Curtailment 
Status” to each water right holder in the Russian River watershed. The orders required water right 
holders to monitor a “Curtailment Status List” and stop or reduce diversions when the list showed 
their water right was curtailed. Following the Governor’s recent Executive Order (N-5-23), and in 
consideration of reservoir storage conditions and continued precipitation throughout the region, the 
curtailment orders are no longer needed in the Russian River Watershed. 
 
As a result of this rescission, water right holders will no longer be subject to the curtailment 
requirements under the drought emergency regulation, such as checking curtailment status, 
restrictions on riparian diversions, and reporting for human health and safety exceptions. Please note 
that this rescission does not eliminate or pause ongoing or pending enforcement actions and related 
settlements. 
 

Reservoir Storage & Operations(More info here): 

Water supply information below and attached provided by Sonoma Water. 
National Weather Service updates attached.  

https://www.rrfc.net/weekly-water-supply-conditions-update
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lmdvdi5jYS5nb3Yvd3AtY29udGVudC91cGxvYWRzLzIwMjMvMDMvMy4yNC4yMy1Ecm91Z2h0LXVwZGF0ZS1leGVjdXRpdmUtb3JkZXIucGRmP2VtcmM9NjQxZGY5YzRhYTAyNSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMjkuNzQyMjQ2MTEifQ.6-phx2hq2Ap9hizdml38SQVtOD5nN_PobV7a4L5sRMM/s/2977620687/br/157053316951-l
https://www.sonomawater.org/current-water-supply-levels


 
 
Lake Mendocino 4/3 

 Current Storage (acre-feet) 97,153 

 FIRO Storage Curve (acre-feet) 97,126 

 % of FIRO Storage Curve 100.03% 

 7-day change (acre-feet) +4,992 

   

Lake Pillsbury 4/2 

 Current Storage (acre-feet) 58,173 

 Target Storage Curve (acre-feet) 71,058 

 7-day change (acre-feet) -117 

   

Lake Sonoma 4/3 

 Current Storage (acre-feet) 270,759 

 Minor Deviation Curve (acre-feet) 264,000 

 % of Minor Deviation Storage Curve 102.56% 

 7-day change (acre-feet) +2,448 

FROM: Sonoma Water's Current Water Supply Levels webpage. More on FIRO. 
  

 
 
 
 

https://www.sonomawater.org/current-water-supply-levels
https://www.rrfc.net/forecast-informed-reservoir-operations-firo


Learn more about Forecast Informed Reservoir Operations (FIRO)  
“We’re holding more water in our reservoirs than ever before and we are finally moving 
away from the post-World War II infrastructure system of risk management,” said 
[James] Gore, a Sonoma County supervisor and NACo second vice president. “We 
effectively have built the new system to allow more water to be there, the water to be 
managed effectively, but in these boom-and-bust cycles.” 
NACo - Atmospheric rivers offer opportunity for Sonoma County reservoirs, 3/27/23 
 

Ukiah Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency Workshop on Well 
Permitting 
The County of Mendocino and the UVB GSA are co-hosting a Well Permitting Workshop Part 2 on 
April 17 at Barra of Mendocino Winery where they will share with the community how they 
incorporated feedback provided at the last workshop in November into a new and revised process 
to comply with the Executive Order. They will also share an update on timing for the GSA to adopt 
an interim policy to proceed with reviewing well applications that require our review and other 
relevant updates from the County.  

 
Russian River Water Forum Updates  

MendoFever - A sense of urgency at Mendocino Russian River Forum as leaders consider continued 
water release at Lake Pillsbury, 3/31/23 

 
New website: https://russianriverwaterforum.org/ 
 

SGMA Implementation Presentation 

The State Water Board will be discussing implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA) at its April 4, 2023, public Board Meeting. The Board will not take any 
formal actions related to SGMA at this Board Meeting. During the Board Meeting, staff from the 
State Water Board and the Department of Water Resources will present: 

• The Department’s recent inadequacy determinations for six groundwater basins’ 
Groundwater Sustainability Plans, and 

• A general overview of the State Water Board’s process for state intervention under SGMA. 
For more information about what will be presented, please click here. 

UC Ag & Natural Resources – Hopland Research & Extension Center 

Join the UC Hopland Research and Extension Center to celebrate science and nature at this 
spectacular site. Enjoy hands-on field experiences, a delicious farm to table lunch, live music, and 
auction at this unique event. For more information, visit UC Hopland Research & Extension Center 
webpage here. 

  
Yield Giving’s Open Call for Grant Applicants  

Yield Giving has an open call for non-profits and tribal governments “working with people and in 
places experiencing the greatest need in the United States.” They plan to award unrestricted grants 
of $1 million each to 250 community-led, community-focused organizations working with people 
and in places experiencing the greatest need in the United States: communities, individuals, and 
families with access to the fewest foundational resources and opportunities. 
https://www.leverforchange.org/challenges/explore-challenges/yieldgivingopencall/ 

  

https://www.naco.org/articles/atmospheric-rivers-offer-opportunity-sonoma-county-reservoirs
https://ukiahvalleygroundwater.org/agenda-minutes/
https://ukiahvalleygroundwater.org/meeting/gsa-workshop-well-permitting-part-2-incorporating-your-input-in-the-revised-well-application-process/
https://mendofever.com/2023/03/31/a-sense-of-urgency-at-mendocino-russian-river-forum-as-leaders-consider-continued-water-release-at-lake-pillsbury/
https://mendofever.com/2023/03/31/a-sense-of-urgency-at-mendocino-russian-river-forum-as-leaders-consider-continued-water-release-at-lake-pillsbury/
https://russianriverwaterforum.org/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMjcuNzQwOTYzOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy53YXRlcmJvYXJkcy5jYS5nb3YvYm9hcmRfaW5mby9hZ2VuZGFzLzIwMjMvYXByLzA0MDQyM181LnBkZiJ9.BEZXk85KgAaSFS-GXXMy3USpX2jJyaQSbxRTMHA8d5U/s/2977620687/br/156885142986-l
https://hrec.ucanr.edu/?calitem=556300
https://hrec.ucanr.edu/?calitem=556300
https://www.leverforchange.org/challenges/explore-challenges/yieldgivingopencall/


University of California, Agriculture and Natural Resources Job Opportunity in 
Mendocino County 

For more information on the recruitment for a UC Cooperative Extension Area Water Quality, 
Quantity and Climate Change Advisor, visit the recruitment info page on the website. 

  
March is Women’s History Month - Celebrating Women in Santa Rosa 
Government 
The City of Santa Rosa is highlighting the stories of the women who work in our local Santa Rosa 
city government.  
 

In the press:   
• CA Water Plan eNews, March 29, 2023 

• Maven's Notebook, March 26-31, 2023, 
  

• RR Watershed Assoc - You Deserve a Cleaner Life, but so do our Creeks, 4/1/23 
• Press Democrat - Golis: Climate change keeps finding ways to mess with us, 4/2/23 
• Phys.org - Drought, heat waves found to worsen West Coast air pollution inequality, 

3/23/23 
• Reuters -California farmers flood their fields in order to save them, 3/24/23 
• USA Today via Yahoo- Trillions of gallons have soaked California. Is this the state's wettest 

winter ever? 3/29/23 
• Legal Planet - Proposed Legislation Would Make Groundwater Adjudications More Fair, 

3/27/23 
• CalMatters- Education is vital for California Latinos affected most by water crisis, 2/28/23 
• PPIC - Reservoirs Are Full, But Let’s Not Celebrate Just Yet, 4/3/23 
• AP News - Congress approves measure to toss Biden’s water protections, 3/29/23 
• CA Water Data Consortium , 2/15/23 

 
And a special California Water Blog on April 1, 2023: New Methods Emerging for Water 
Management in CA 
  
Other resources & information:  
•         Mendocino County Water Agency Drought page 
•         SWRCB Russian River drought information page  
•         SaveOurWater.com   
•         SaveWater.ca.gov to report water waste, such as leaks and overwatering.  
•         Water Rights Enforcement Complaints Program and/or  Cal EPA Complaint System to report concerns 

of unauthorized diversions, violations of water rights, diversions impacting fisheries, etc. Reports can be 
made anonymously.  

•        Visit Sonoma Water’s website for information on current water supply levels and Temporary Urgency 
Change Petitions.  

  
Elizabeth Salomone, General Manager 

Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control  
& Water Conservation Improvement District 

NEW ADDRESS: 304 N. State Street, #2, Ukiah, CA  95482 

Cell: 707-462-5278  www.RRFC.net  

 
  
  
 

https://ucanr.edu/About/Jobs/?jobnum=2479
https://www.womeninsrgov.com/
https://www.womeninsrgov.com/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/bulletins/3517bcc
https://mavensnotebook.com/2023/03/31/weekly-water-news-digest-for-march-26-31-the-magic-of-the-mokelumne-update-on-water-storage-projects-swp-cvp-allocations-increased-and-more-ca-water-news-of-the-week/
https://rrwatershed.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fcb8f819f0038b228a43f03f8&id=e0789fab0b&e=9ce6c242cd
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/opinion/golis-climate-change-keeps-finding-ways-to-mess-with-us/
https://phys.org/news/2023-03-drought-worsen-west-coast-air.html
https://phys.org/news/2023-03-drought-worsen-west-coast-air.html
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/amid-deluge-california-farmers-flood-their-fields-order-save-them-2023-03-24/
https://sports.yahoo.com/trillions-gallons-soaked-california-states-100007379.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/trillions-gallons-soaked-california-states-100007379.html
https://legal-planet.org/2023/03/27/proposed-legislation-would-make-groundwater-adjudications-more-fair/
https://legal-planet.org/2023/03/27/proposed-legislation-would-make-groundwater-adjudications-more-fair/
https://calmatters.org/commentary/2023/02/latino-leaders-water-crisis-solution/
https://www.ppic.org/blog/reservoirs-are-full-but-lets-not-celebrate-just-yet/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=reservoirs-are-full-but-lets-not-celebrate-just-yet?utm_source=ppic&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=blog_subscriber
https://apnews.com/article/epa-biden-water-sackett-wotus-congress-senate-ec5a4b66376fdc9252f77575e29043ce?mc_cid=efdff63512&mc_eid=6e43d11ea4
https://cawaterdata.org/news/new-report-putting-data-to-work/
https://californiawaterblog.com/2023/04/01/new-methods-emerging-for-water-management-in-california/
https://californiawaterblog.com/2023/04/01/new-methods-emerging-for-water-management-in-california/
https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/mendocino-county-water-agency/drought-water-conservation
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/russian_river/
https://saveourwater.com/
https://savewater.ca.gov/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/enforcement/complaints/
https://calepacomplaints.secure.force.com/complaints/Complaint
https://www.sonomawater.org/current-water-supply-levels
https://www.sonomawater.org/tucp
https://www.sonomawater.org/tucp
http://www.rrfc.net/


Unsettled Weekend Weather

KEY POINTS

Gusty winds as high as 40 mph late Friday and early Saturday
Light show showers through Tuesday, mostly above 2000 feet
Moderate risk of small hail along the coast Sunday afternoon through Monday
Cold morning temperatures next week

WEATHER RISK OUTLOOK

Risk levels incorporate potential impacts from weather hazards and likelihood of occurrence for a reasonable worse case
scenario.

Fri 3/31 Sat 4/1 Sun 4/2 Mon 4/3 Tue 4/4 Wed 4/5 Thu 4/6

Lake County
Clearlake, Lakeport

Light Rain Gusty Wind Cold Cold Cold

Del Norte County
Crescent City, Gasquet

Gusty Wind
Rain

Gusty Wind
Rain

Mountain Snow

Cold
Small Hail

Mountain Snow

Cold
Light Rain

Mountain Snow
Cold

Mendocino County
Ukiah, Fort Bragg

Light Rain Light Rain
Cold

Mountain Snow
Cold

Light Rain
Cold

Trinity County
Weaverville, Hayfork

Light Rain
Mountain Snow

Light Rain
Mountain Snow

Cold
Mountain Snow

Cold
Light Rain

Cold

Humboldt County
Eureka, Fortuna, Willow
Creek

Gusty Wind
Rain

Gusty Wind
Rain

Mountain Snow

Cold
Small Hail

Mountain Snow

Cold
Light Rain

Mountain Snow
Cold

Risk Levels Little to None Minor Moderate Major Extreme

DETAILS

Humboldt County, Del Norte County, Lake County, Trinity County, Mendocino County

 Wind

Impacts:
• Loose objects may be blow around
• Increased risk of falling trees and debris
Timing:
Round 1: Friday night and early Saturday
Round 2: Monday into Tuesday
Confidence:
High

Round 1: Strongest winds along the coast in Humboldt and Del Norte Counties with gusts 35 to 45 mph.
Round 2: Strong winds on ridges in Lake and Mendocino Couties with gusts to 30 to 40 mph.

National Weather ServiceNational Weather Service
National Oceanic and Atmospheric AdministrationNational Oceanic and Atmospheric AdministrationNational Oceanic and Atmospheric AdministrationNational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Weather Forecast OfficeWeather Forecast Office
Eureka, CAEureka, CA

Friday, Mar 31, 2023Friday, Mar 31, 2023



Del Norte County, Humboldt County, Trinity County

 Snow

Impacts:
• Difficult travel on high mountain passes.
• Most impactful snow on highways 299 and 36 in eastern Humboldt County.
• Heaviest snowfall will be restricted to high mountain peaks.
Timing:
Light snow showers all weekend.
Heaviest showers late Sunday afternoon and early Tuesday morning.
Confidence:
Moderate

Less than a 20% chance of more than 8 inches of snow on any highway pass over 4 days.
Less than a 20% chance of more than 2 inches of snow anywhere along highway 101 over 4 days.
Between a 40 and 60% chance that Berry Summit will see at least 4 inches over 4 days.

Humboldt County, Del Norte County

Small Hail

Impacts:
• Accumulating hail can lead to unexpectedly slippery roads
Timing:
Sunday afternoon through Monday
Confidence:
Moderate

Greatest risk of small hail along the Humboldt and Del Norte coast, along the 101 corridor.

Humboldt County, Del Norte County, Lake County, Trinity County, Mendocino County

 Cold

Impacts:
• People without shelter can be exposed to freezing conditions
• Sensitive plants and animals may be damaged or killed
Timing:
Early morning hours Monday through Wednesday
Confidence:
Moderate

Near freezing temperatures along the coast each morning
Between a 20% and 40% chance of freezing temperatures along the Humboldt and Del Norte coasts.
Freezing temperatures in the interior, especially Trinity County.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

For the latest forecast updates, visit weather.gov/eureka.

If you have questions or would like to submit weather reports, photos, or to unsubscribe from these briefings, email
nws.eureka@noaa.gov or call (707) 443-6484.

GRAPHICS

https://www.weather.gov/eureka
mailto:nws.eureka@noaa.gov
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Lake Mendocino Storage
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Storage Curve FIRO Storage Curve

April 3, 2023
97,153 acre-feet
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Lake Pillsbury Storage and Target Storage Scenarios

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Target A Target B Target C

April 2, 2023
58,173 acre-feet

(Target B 71,058)
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Lake Sonoma Storage 
2014 2015 2016 2017
2018 2019 2020 2021
2022 2023 Storage Curve Minnor Deviation Storage Curve

April 3, 2023
270,759 acre-feet
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Lake Mendocino Storage - Drought Years
2013 2014 2015 2020 2021 2022 2023 Storage Curve FIRO Storage Curve

April 3, 2023
97,153 acre-feet
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